
1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
May 2021 



2 

WHO'S WHO 
 

GROUP SCOUT LEADER Alys Helm 01959 574585 
  07702 962805 
 gsl@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
 
BEAVER SCOUT LEADERS          River Colony            Paul    07525 42308 
 riverbeavers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
                                                           
CUB SCOUT LEADERS                 Seeonee Kevin         020 8462 5521 
                                                                                                                              07815 874912 
 seeoneecubs@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
                                                         Wontolla  Adam 07879 634027 
 wontollacubs@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
  
 
SCOUT LEADER Geoff    020 8663 3549  
  07771 563830 
 scouts@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 

RAVEN EXPLORER LEADER Paula  07785503638
  
 explorers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
GROUP CHAIRMAN Askold Jacura  07834 347 428 
 chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
 

SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Terry Newman 020 8776 1331 
 terry@newmanhome.plus.com 
  
 
 

SUPPORTERS EVENTS BOOKINGS Terry Newman 020 8776 1331 
 terry@newmanhome.plus.com 
  
MAINTENANCE TEAM Ron Ockelford 020 8462 5536 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR                                                      Keith Day 020 8658 9327 
                                                                                       newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 

 

                                                                                                              

mailto:explorers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
mailto:newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
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  The Editor's Bit 
Welcome to the latest action-packed 
edition of the Newsletter.  
 
Despite all the restrictions there have 
been lots of things happening in our group 
and lots to look forward to. 
 
Here’s to a wonderful Summer of 
Scouting! 
 
Have a great read! 
 
Keith Day, Newsletter Editor 
 
 

 

Group Update 
 

All our sections have, finally, been able to enjoy real live meetings!!  Everyone was 
excited to get back to something approaching proper Scouting all be it with several rules 
still in place.  We are no longer restricted in the numbers of young people and adults 
however have to maintain social distance.  This has meant most meetings so far this 
term have been planned to be outdoors – shame the weather didn’t help with this plan!!  
The leaders have done a fantastic job of keeping everything going, juggling plans and 
only occasionally cancelling meetings.   
 
THANK YOU TO ALL THE LEADERS. 
 
Going forward we hope that Covid restrictions will be eased and eventually we may 
even be able to plan some camps but, like everyone else, we have to wait and see!! 
 
 
 

3rd West Wickham Scout Group AGM 2021 

Once again with the current restrictions we will be holding a Virtual AGM via Zoom meetings on 

SATURDAY 19 June 10.00am 

We will be covering the essential business required by the Charity Commissions and making 

presentations to our wonderful young people.  Again, no BBQ but keep fingers crossed for 2022!!! 

If you would like to attend the AGM, please email me and I will 
send you the Zoom link shortly before the event. 
 
Alys Helm, Group Scout Leader 

gsl@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
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               Chairman’s Corner        
 

With Spring always comes a sense of renewal, a feeling of fresh start. And it is not just 
nature leading the way this year. With the easing of lockdown, now the return to face-to-
face scouting gives everyone in the Scouts’ community a fresh feeling of hope, and some 
well-deserved relief. Could life finally re-start? It is my sincere hope. 
 
After a hard 18 months, we’ve all got someone to say thank you to. Scouting is involved in 
the national Thank You Day on Sunday 4th July alongside other organisations including 
the NHS, and Royal Voluntary Service. Whether it’s our amazing Scout volunteers, our 
neighbours for checking we were okay, the delivery drivers who kept food on the shelves, 
or the young people for learning from home – we want to get together to say thanks to 
them all. We’re so proud that an Explorer Scout from the north-west was one of the 
proposers of this brilliant idea. Find out more and how to take part at 
https://www.scouts.org.uk/about-us/help-others/thank-you-day/ 
 

We also look to the future and building a better tomorrow for our young people. I 
mentioned in our last newsletter that Scouts are working actively on the delivery and 
planning of the next UK Contingent to the World Scout Jamboree, which takes place in 
South Korea in 2023. 
 
In this newsletter, I would like to share with you a significant project fully supported by 
the 3rd West Wickham Scouts Group and its Executive Committee. Many of you will be 
aware that The Scouts Association decided to put its Downe Activity Centre for sale. The 
site has a long scouting tradition in our local community and has welcomed generations of 
scouts over its 90+ years existence. 
 
Since the start of the year, Bromley Scouts has been working hard on a plan to purchase 
about 23 - 25 acres (just under a third) of the historic Downe site to operate it as a 
traditional Scout campsite and ensure that although smaller, a Scout owned campsite is 
preserved there for the enjoyment and development of future generations of young 
people.    
 
Amongst many activities planned to raise capital for this extraordinary endeavour we 
would like to ask for your help, generosity, and support for this project.  We will be 
organising fund raising as a Group but if you would like to make a personal donation, the 
link below will take you to the fund-raising platform for the project. Please share this link 
with your family and friends in our community. This iconic site can continue its vital role in 
helping our young people build skills for life and enjoy the best adventures the outdoors 
can offer, right in our local area.  To find out more about the project please feel free to 
contact me, we thank you in advance for your support! 
www.gofundme.com/f/bromley-scouts-bid-to-purchase-25-acres-of-downe.    
 
As always you can take the opportunity to share with us feedback, thoughts or 
opportunities to further our children’s experiences.  
 
Her’s is to our incredible Community! 
 
Askold Jacura, chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/about-us/help-others/thank-you-day/
http://www.gofundme.com/f/bromley-scouts-bid-to-purchase-25-acres-of-downe
mailto:chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
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3rd West Wickham Scout Group 

 

Hope to Present!! 
 
 

An Evening of Blues, Rock & Pop 

With Live Music from 

Idle Hands 

Idle Hands is a local band featuring 3WW’s Scout Leader Geoff Webb 

and Supporting Acts 

Saturday 24 July 
Obviously, everything depends on Covid restrictions being lifted but we hope 

to have an afternoon performance from 2 – 5, enabling younger children to 

attend, followed by an evening session (7.30 – 10.30) with plenty of 

opportunities for dancing! 

  

 Scout HQ 

 Greenacres, Tiepigs Lane 

 Bring your own drinks and nibbles.  

 

Tickets     £5 for adults, £3 for school age kids.  
To be sold in advance – why not make a provisional 

booking now!   
 

 terry@newmanhome.plus.com  
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FUNDRAISING 
 

Due to the restrictions, we do not have any dates set for Jumble Sales or Auctions but are 
hopefully we might be able to hold both events in the Autumn.  Details will be published on 
our website (3rdwestwickham.co.uk) as soon as any decisions are made. 
 

100 Club 
 
Are you a member of the 100 club? Would you like a simple way to support our Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers? Each year we raise over £350.00, which directly subsidises 
the vast range of activities they are offered. The cost of a ball in the 100 club is just £12.00 
for the year, and each month two cash prizes are drawn. Currently the prize money each  
month totals £35.00, and we have a super draw in the summer for a £50.00 prize.   If you 
are not yet a member of the 100 Club, please ask me for a form. 

Online Shopping 
 
If you use online shopping please sign up to Easyfundraising, SmileAmazon and Give as 
You Live, choose 3rd West Wickham Scout Group as your charity and we will receive a 
small percentage on everything you buy.  This is an easy way to give us a little extra at no 
additional cost to yourself! 
 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk 
www.giveasyoulive.com 
 
 
Alys Helm, Group Scout Leader 

gsl@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 

 

 

 

Greenacres Maintenance  
 
We have only done essential maintenance work during the recent lockdown, the most 
significant item being the replacement of the failing movement detector that controls the 
lights in the boy’s toilets. A few projects have continued. Terry Newman has constructed a 
flag rack to go in the main hall and Alys and her husband Phil (with a very little help from 
me) have now finished the first two altar fires in the grounds, one has been used already. 
We have also had the electrical system in the building recertified.  By the time this is 
published we will have had our first formal maintenance session of the year where we aim 
to catch up some of the deteriorating external woodwork, weeding, etc and complete a 
formal reopening checklist. Hopefully, normal working can be resumed shortly! 
 
Mike Tully  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
mailto:gsl@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
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Do you have any pre-loved Scout Uniform? 
 
We are happy to pass on any second-hand uniform which will help raise funds for the 
Group, could help another family plus prevent waste by recycling.  Do you have 
anything to donate to the stall??  Has your child changed sections or grown out of 
anything?  Please bring any uniform you no longer require to HQ and give to any leader 
who will make sure it is passed onto me for careful Covid 19 laundering and resale. 
 

Everything is clean, ironed and in good condition plus prices are, obviously, much lower 
than if you bought new. Please contact me if you have requests for uniform items. 
 

Hannah Alonso Whittaker, jalonso@talktalk.net 
Member of Scouts Supporters’ Committee and Cub Section Assistant 
 

Beaver Bits - River Colony 
 
3rd West Wickham Beavers – a welcome return to face-to-face 
meetings. 
 
Since I last wrote we have completed our last half-term on Zoom 
and moved to face-to-face meetings. In the last half of the spring 
term, we took full advantage of the benefits of Zoom by inviting 

two outside speakers to talk to the Beavers.  
 
The first was Gloria Barnett – the Weird-Fish Lady as she likes to be known – who 
talked to the section about her experiences as a deep-sea diver, oceanographer and 
educator. The talk was illustrated by videos she had taken during her expeditions and 
the Beavers enjoyed the variety of fish and other ocean animals she has encountered. 
The Pufferfish proved to be the most popular! Details about Gloria and her books can 
be found here: https://barnettauthor.co.uk/ 
 
Our second speaker was Lizzie Gatherer who joined us via Zoom to give us an Egg-
ucation through one of her Chicken Workshops. Lizzie adopts and looks after retired 
egg-laying chickens and during her work-shop we were introduced to two of her flock – 
Mince Pie & Tinsel and the Beavers got involved with an Eggs-periment and a quiz from 
Lizzie. I understand that several of the Beavers now wish to keep chickens as pets! 
Details about Lizzie and her work can be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/chickenworkshops  
The rest of the term was taken up with work on the Global Issues and Safety badges.  
Since the beginning of the new term, we have been meeting face-to-face and the 
Beavers have been getting to know each other in person. We started the term very 
appropriately by celebrating St. George’s day and the Beavers made Fire-spitting 
dragons and their own personal shields to defend themselves. 
 
Since then, the Beavers have been busy gardening and are currently tracking the 
progress of their cress, sunflowers and pumpkins. We have also been on our first hike 
in Sparrows Den and the Beavers were assiduous in their observation of the flora and 
fauna. We have been greatly aided by the parent helpers, especially in the hike and we 
thank them for all of their help. 
 
Paul (Badger), River Beaver Scout Leader 

mailto:jalonso@talktalk.net
https://barnettauthor.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/chickenworkshops
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Cub Pack Capers - Wontolla Cubs         

 
Finally, back to face-to-face meetings!!!  
 
This term we have be overjoyed to be meeting all the cubs in 
person again. Whilst the COVID rules have impacted on how our 
sessions have run all the cubs (and leaders) have adapted 
amazingly, finding alternative methods of delivering fun, active 
evenings for the cubs whilst still ensuring that where possible 
badge work is completed.  

 
We met up just before the half term with a walk around Well Woods which was great fun 
and the prefect opportunity for the cubs to meet up again, blow away the cobwebs and 
have fun chatting to some of their fellow cubs who attend different schools. After the 
holidays we followed this up with working on the cycling badge at Coney Hall Park, archery 
and wall climbing at Frylands and (at the time of writing) we are looking forward to a some 
more hikes, one with the benefit of a stop at the local chip shop, pitch and putt, athletics, 
backwoods cooking on the newly built Alter Fires at HQ and the ever-popular Duck Race 
at the Harvington Estate. 
 
As I am sure you are all aware one of the most fun activities of being a cub is the weekend 
/overnight camping. Normally we would aim to camp at least twice a year, for obvious 
reason this hasn’t happened for a while. However, hopefully, over the summer things will 
be returning back to as normal as possible and I am hopeful that we will be able to take all 
the cubs camping at least once this year, no promises at this stage but fingers crossed!! 
 

 
 
Finally, the leaders would like to say goodbye to Oscar who recently moved on to Scouts 
and to the new Sixers and Seconders. The new Wontolla Sixers are Oliver, Joseph, Ethan 
and Arthur, helping them are their Seconders Jenson, Daniel, Toby and Finley. Whilst 
these have been difficult roles to fulfil during lockdown, now that we are starting to meet 
back in person, we will be looking at the Sixers and Seconders to provide an example in 
both their behaviour and skills to the younger cubs.  
 
Adam & the Wontolla Team 
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Cub Pack Capers - Seeonee Cubs 
 
Our aim this term is to be out and about as much as possible & avoid 
Zoom Meetings as the Cubs enjoy Face to Face meetings to 
undertake an activity. This is achievable as Covid rules are relaxed 
as we enter the warmer weather summer term. 
 
Our first night of the Summer term started with a Face-to-Face 

meeting in the grounds of HQ in the open air.  We firstly sanitised our hands before doing 
anything in the HQ grounds. A Cub Camp layout was discussed on a plan with where to 
put tents, cooking area, eating area, washing area & camp fire; this correct layout is very 
important as it affects safety whilst at camp as you don’t want the wind blowing the camp 
fire embers in to the tents!  
We then practiced tent erection and then tent pack away. With the new type of folding 
tents packing away was a brain teasing problem in order to fold small enough (without 
breaking) to fit in to the storage bags. A struggle even for the experienced leaders until 
you get the technique right. 
 
Congratulations to new Sixers – Ben, Jacob & Daniel 
So, what have we done since the last exciting instalment of the adventures at the 3rd West 
Wickham Seeonee Cub Pack?   We have undertaken the following:  

• Keston Ponds Walk – Flora & Fauna Treasure Hunt 

• Duck Racing at Harvington Estate 

• Rounders in the Park & the Environment (Litter collection) 

• Kelsey Park Nature Walk & Wildlife Quiz 

• Backwoods Cooking at Wilberforce 

• High Elms Country Park Walk – The Country Code 

 

It was great to walk around Keston Ponds to look at nature blooming; however, it was a 

little early in the summer season to view the Flora and Fauna Treasure Hunt that I planned 

as most trees that were not ever green were still in bud with negligible leaves to identify.  

We did do some great run around team games in the open area, which the Cubs 

thoroughly enjoyed, but still had that cold chill of an April evening. 

 

The Summer weather allowed for an excellent Duck Race event in The Beck River at the 

Harvington Estate with some interesting decorated Ducks.  Some definite creative skills 

in Duck design linked to stream lining for speed I believe were noted. We even tried some 

different size plastic Ducks to see what size was optimal to float down the river to try to 

win our Duck Race.  Had to clear a few sticks from the river to allow the water to flow 

naturally & the Ducks to race.  We finished the evening off by a quick visit to the Play park 

on route to the collection point by parents. 

Rounders in the Park with some Litter collection we usually change night for the first May 
Bank Holiday Monday to undertake this activity with our sister Wontolla Cub Pack; 
unfortunately there would be too many Cubs if all attended to meet the 2 metre social 
distancing rules, so had to run this activity on our own.  Surprisingly lots of litter to collect 
around Coney Hall REC blown by the wind.  Rounders was an interesting game with 
different skill levels of bowling & batting being seen. 
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Our Kelsey Park Nature Walks are always enjoyable in dry weather as we feed the correct 
whole meal bread to an array of wildlife birds in the ponds. These birds are very happy to 
come up close to get food from our Cubs. Too close for Swans at some locations as they 
appear to bully the other smaller birds for the available food being thrown. We always end 
the evening walk with a visit to the Play Park to climb and have fun on the Playground 
Equipment, before sanitising our hands for the journey home. 
Other things planned this term: 

• Cycling at Sparrows Den 

• Chip Shop Walk around local area 

• Pitch & Put Activity at Sparrows Den (Planned)  

• Air Rifles & Explore site at Frylands Wood Scout Camp 

Just a reminder to say that our Cub pack is running this term with 12 Cubs. It is very 
important to have an effective parent rota to maintain the correct safety ratios for all our 
activities.  This is usually achieved by all parents undertaking their duty on the roster once 
per term.  When we are out and about, or if a leader is not available, I may sometimes have 
to ask parents to stay to cover the activities to help out. 
Once again, our Cub Packs can only survive with your continued help and support.  I 
would like to personally thank all the Cub Team and the parents who support our pack on a 
regular basis, as we could not do all this without you.  Many Thanks. 
 
Kevin (Hawk), Seeonee Cub Scout Leader 
 

  

        Scout Shout 
 

As we start to recover many of the freedoms that we took 
for granted until recently, I am reminded of the famous 
quote, slightly reworked by Thomas Sowell. 
 
“Eternal vigilance is only part of the price of freedom. The 
maturity to live with imperfections is another crucial part of 
the price of freedom”. 
 
Having seen some of the imperfect sausages cooked, undercooked and cremated on a 
recent Tuesday, I hope that in doing so, the Scouts learned to live with slight imperfection, 
and gained a little maturity! 
 
Thankfully, we are still Scouting. Doing our best, as we have all promised to do, “to help 
other people and to keep the Scout Law”. I am very fortunate to have an old copy of BP’s 
Scouting for Boys and would like to remind everyone in this increasingly divided world, of 
No. 4 “A Scout is a Friend to All, and a brother (& sister) to Every Other Scout, no matter to 
what Country, Class or Creed the Other may belong. I suspect we all need to remind 
ourselves of that one every now and again. 
 
Although Zoom was a useful way of keeping some of the elements of Scouting going, we 
are all very pleased to be back face to face again, and the sooner we can cast off all of the 
remaining restrictions on our liberty, the better for all. Another quote well worth repeating 
here, by Benjamin Franklin. 
 
“Those who surrender freedom for security will not have, nor do they deserve, either one.”  
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As we are restricted until at least June 21st to wear masks indoors, we shall aim to do 
as much Scouting as possible outside; please remember that that means always 
bringing outdoor clothing and a water bottle to all meetings. Please also remember to 
take them home with you at the end of the session! 
 
Having played games, tied knots and created pioneering structures, we would very 
much like you to carry on these activities at home, particularly the ability to create useful 
camp gadgets such as washstands, pot hooks and drying racks. We all need to practice 
clove hitches and lashing, and there are extra patrol points for those Scouts bringing 
them in (or taking photos of) their creations. Also remember to try the activities on the 
handouts. 
 
As we wait for June 21st with bated breath, we have not planned too far ahead, although 
cycling in Norman Park and kayaking at Pinewood Lake are in the diary, plus the River 
Medway Cruise in August. 
 
We are also looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible for our Band Night at 
HQ on 24th July and are proposing to have a matinee for families with younger children, 
with a more indulgent evening session for the serious dancers amongst you! 
 
Be Prepared! 
Geoff, Doug, Dunston & Donell 
 
 

 

 

                       Ravens Reports 

 
 
Firstly, we would like to say a big welcome to the new Explorers that have joined us this 
past year!  We have enjoyed seeing everybody in person again and are all keen to start 
doing more activities. We are hoping to get as many Explorers as possible working 
towards their Platinum awards and are looking forward to being able to do some nights 
away and more fun activities in the near future! 
 
In the meantime, make sure to stay safe and hopefully things will be back to normal 
soon. 
. 
Asher & all the team 
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             Diary Dates 2021/22       

 

 

June 2021 Saturday 19 10am AGM on Zoom 

July 2021  Saturday 24 2pm & 7.30pm Band Night TBC 

     

June 2022 Fri- Sun 24 - 26  Family Camp 

 

 

 

Next Newsletter 
 

Email items for next issue to: newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk before 1st October 
2021. 
 

 

 

 

District Scout Shop 
Bromley District Scout Shop is now open with Covid safe precautions in place to protect 
our volunteers and customers – this does mean delays so please be patient!   I understand 
that it is now possible to pay by card. 
 

15 Prospect Pl, Bromley BR2 9HL 
Saturdays 9.30 – 12.30 during term time. 
 
 
Uniform and other items can be ordered from the Scout Shop at 
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/  and other suppliers.  If you decide to purchase from Amazon 
maybe you could use Smile Amazon and raise a little bit extra for the Group. 
 
 
 
  

mailto:newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/

