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WHO'S WHO 
 

GROUP SCOUT LEADER Alys Helm 01959 574585 
  07702 962805 
 gsl@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
 
BEAVER SCOUT LEADERS          River Colony               Ash                020 8462 8711 
  07957 469309 
 riverbeavers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
                                                         Brook Colony           Bev 07577 470159 
                                                                                            brookbeavers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
   
CUB SCOUT LEADERS                 Seeonee Kevin         020 8462 5521 
                                                                                                                              07815 874912 
 seeoneecubs@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
                                                         Wontolla  Adam 07879 634027 
 wontollacubs@3rdwestwickham.co.uk  
 
SCOUT LEADER Geoff    020 8663 3549  
  07771 563830  
 scouts@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 

RAVEN EXPLORER UNIT Paula  07785503638  
Explorer Leader explorers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
GROUP CHAIRMAN Askold Jacura  07834 347 428 
 chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
 

SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Terry Newman 020 8776 1331 
 terry@newmanhome.plus.com   
 
 

SUPPORTERS EVENTS BOOKINGS Terry Newman 020 8776 1331 
 terry@newmanhome.plus.com 
  
MAINTENANCE TEAM Ron Ockelford 020 8462 5536 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  Keith Day 020 8658 9327 
 newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 

 

 

 

A good Scout Leader will send his Scouts up to the Explorer Scout Unit with immense 

enthusiasm and will welcome them with fervour and idolisation should they return to 

be Assistant Scout Leaders. 
 

mailto:explorers@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
mailto:newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
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The Editor's Bit 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Newsletter. To 
commemorate the 85th anniversary of the Group 
we have a different front page!  Way back when, 
the Newsletter was called “The Burrow News” and 
the front page is the cover from an anniversary 
edition that cost 3 old pence.  
 
In this edition there are lots of events to put in your 
diary and interesting reports from the sections.  
 
Have a great read! 
 
Keith Day, Newsletter Editor 

 
 

Presidential Potterings 
Well happy birthday to us! 85 years and still going strong. And, I hope, for at least another 85 
years. However, for my potterings in this edition I am looking back to the time of our founding in 
1934 and two extracts from my copy of “Scouting for Boys”.  The first is a paragraph from the 
foreword which Baden-Powell wrote in 1932, and the second is most of his last message to 
Scouts which was discovered after he died in 1941.  I would like to think that his words hold true 
now. 
 
“A true Scout is looked up to by other boys and by grown-ups as a fellow who can be trusted, a 
fellow who will not fail to do his duty however risky and dangerous it may be, a fellow who is 
jolly and cheery no matter how great the difficulty before him. 
 
I believe that God put us in this jolly world to be happy and enjoy life.  Happiness doesn’t come 
from being rich, nor merely from being successful in your career, nor by self-indulgence.  One 
step towards happiness is to make yourself healthy and strong while you are a boy, so that you 
can be useful and so can enjoy life when you are a man. 
 
Nature study will show you how full of beautiful and wonderful things God has made the world 
for you to enjoy.  Be contented with what you have got and make the best of it.  Look on the 
bright side of things instead of the gloomy one. 
 
But the real way to get happiness is by giving out happiness to other people.  Try to leave this 
world a little better than you found it and when your turn comes to die, you can die happy in 
feeling that at any rate you have not wasted your time but have done your best.  “Be Prepared” 
in this way, to live happy and to die happy – stick to your Scout Promise always – even after you 
have ceased to be a boy – and God help you to do it.” 
 
Finally, a look at the Scout Law and Promise as it was in about 1934.  Could today’s Scouts live 
up to that version? 
 
It’s been a very good year so far, with all sections entering into the Scouting spirit with 
enthusiasm for their activities and section meetings.  Long may it continue. 
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I hope that I (and you) will be around to celebrate the Group’s 90th birthday in five years’ time 
(and dare I say it, the 95th), but until then keep on going……, well, just keep on going! 
 
Best wishes 
Doug Sullivan 
President 
 

 

100 Club 
Are you a member of the 100 club? Would you like a simple way to support our Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and Explorers? Each year we raise over £350.00, which directly subsidises the vast 
range of activities they are offered. 

The cost of a ball in the 100 club is just £12.00 for the year, and each month two cash prizes 
are drawn. Currently the prize money each month totals £35.00, and we have a super draw in 
the summer for a £50.00 prize. 

If you would like to purchase a ball, or want to know more about how the 100-club works, do 
please contact Nicola Tunstall, 100club@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
 
 

Do you have any pre-loved Scout Uniform? 
The second-hand uniform sales are going well and raising additional funds for the Group, but 
we do need more supplies to ensure none of you are disappointed in your quest to kit out your 
children. 
 

Do you have anything to donate to the stall??  Has your child changed sections or grown out of 
anything?  Please bring any uniform you no longer require to HQ and give to any leader who will 
make sure it is passed onto me for laundering and resale. 
 

Pre-loved sweatshirts, shirts, trousers, shorts, belts, scarves (these often need replacing due to 
going astray...), camp equipment... all would be very welcome. 
 

Everything is clean, ironed and in good condition plus prices are, obviously, much lower than if 
you bought new, meaning you gain, we recycle as appropriate and any money we make is for 
Group funds.   
 
Please contact me or ask any leaders if you have requests for uniform items 
 

Hannah Alonso Whittaker, jalonso@talktalk.net 
(Member of Scouts Supporters’ Committee, Cub Section Assistant and Mum of a Scout a Cub 
with two more budding Scouts in the wings waiting to grow to join Beavers) 
 
 
 
 
 
People never lie so much as after a hunt, during a war, or before an election. – Otto von 

Bismark 1815-1898. 
 
 

mailto:nictunstall@aol.com
mailto:jalonso@talktalk.net
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                 Chairman’s Corner             

 
85 incredible years of history – our group acquired official status on 5th October 1934. It is 
part of our rich local history, spanning a world war and many changes over 85 years, the 3rd 
West Wickham is still strong and growing. This is testament to the original founding members 
and all the volunteers who supported our young people through the years.  
 
We celebrated at our HQ with an onsite roller-skating and a magic show. There is a wonderful 
gallery capturing the key moments of the day available on our website and parents have been 
given the password.  Our official picture for the day is now on our website too. In the section of 
the site About Us you can also browse and read the history of our group. This is a fantastic 
record of the people and events that have shaped our group. 
 
Did you know - When you shop online you can raise money for our Group?   

 
Amazon Smile.  Give as you Live.  Easy Fundraising 

With Christmas approaching fast, I am sure you will be thinking 
about starting to buy some Christmas presents, some of which 
may be purchased on the internet. If so, please consider helping 

support your group at the same time 

In each case you need to sign up with the organisation, choose 3rd West 
Wickham Scout Group as the charity you wish to support and go shopping!! 
Every time you shop using one of these links a donation is made to the Group at NO cost to 
you!!!      easyfundraising.org.uk,  giveasyoulive.com and smile.amazon.co.uk.  
 
Our active community is gearing up for a busy few months and looking ahead to next year. We 
recently had our jumble sale, the Auction and the Band Night.  On Saturday 19th January 2020, 
our Quiz Night will be taking place at HQ. All are welcome to join in the fun. The event is 
hosted by our Supporters team, you can bring your own nibbles and drinks. The event has been 
a success every year, with both challenging questions and great evening of fun and laughter. 
 
Of course, our thoughts tend to turn to Christmas at this time of year. The streets will soon be 
covered in glitzy lighting and the cold weather will complete the picture. We mustn’t forget about 
those who at this time feel differently about the special Season. Whether that is those ill, or 
without a home, or those who are alone, or anyone else for whom Christmas isn’t as bright a 
time of year. What will you be doing to make a difference this Christmas? Please let us know if 
our young people and leaders can help you make that difference. 
 
As always remember to check our diary at http://3rdwestwickham.co.uk/diary/ and maybe join 
one of the section’s session for an evening, or, come and meet with our scout community at the 
numerous events we organise. You can also take the opportunity to share feedback, thoughts 
or opportunities to further our children’s experiences. Contact me at 
chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk.  
 
Here’s to another step on our youth’s adventure! 
 
Askold Jacura, chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk 

http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://giveasyoulive.com/
http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
http://3rdwestwickham.co.uk/diary/
mailto:chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
mailto:chairman@3rdwestwickham.co.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ref=nav_logo
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wwsg/
https://workwithus.giveasyoulive.com/


7 
 

 

3rd WW Supporters 
As is often the case, the summer period is a quiet time for the Supporters.   But come the 
autumn we are back in action.   On Saturday 12th October we held one of our regular 
Auctions.  We had some very good items for sale and a good crowd of bidders, both essential 
elements for a successful event.  The event went well, despite having a skip that was being 
used to take away unwanted items and general rubbish from the site, right outside the side door 
that we use for deliveries and removals.  Selling progressed at a good pace through the 
afternoon, with the best prices going to some laptop computers and an old mink stole and 
coat.   Not far behind were brass lamps, silver plate, toaster and old wooden carpentry 
planes.  The huge variety of things that people want to sell and buy never ceases to amaze 
me.  Having just finished the paperwork, I am delighted to say the Auction raise over £750 for 
the Group. 

Easyfundraising - Easyfundraising (also Amazon and Give as you Live) gets a mention from 
time to time, and we encourage people to use them for their on-line purchases, but we don’t 
always feedback how well it does for us.  It is now 10 years since we first set up an 
Easyfundraising account so a good time to take stock.  To date we have raised a total of £665 
for the Group.   That equivalent to an Auction or Jumble Sale, but without any of the 
effort.   This amount has been raised by only 17 people who have signed up to support the 
Group.  Just think how much more we might raise if more people participated.   It’s so 
easy.  Just go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk and enter 3rd West Wickham Scout Group in 
the search for a cause and follow the instructions.  Simple!   

Music Night - By the time this newsletter reaches you, Geoff Webb will have run another Music 
Night on Saturday 19th October at the HQ in Tiepigs Lane.  I do hope you attended, as they are 
excellent evenings featuring several different, very accomplished, acts. I am sure Geoff will be 
holding more such events in 2020, so please look out for them, and come if you can.   

Quiz Night - Although we haven’t fixed the date yet, we will probably be holding another Quiz 
Evening in the New Year, in late January or early February.  So, please look out for the date in 
the coming weeks.  
 
Terry Newman, Chairman, Supporters Committee 

 
  

Stop Press! - Band Night 

Following the Tiepigs Lane Society's Promotion of Peregrination's Proud Presentation, we are 
most pleased to report that our wandering minstrels entertained, enlightened and educated the 
faithfully gathered at the latest in a long line of Scout Band Nights. 
 
With much carousing, dancing and merry-making, our own Geoff (Scout leader) and Idle Hands 
brought the evening to a shimmering conclusion, with powerful renditions of well, and not-so-
well known musical gems in the popular idiom... 
 
Supporting our Illustrious band were also the fine group of "Everyday People", with much 
gathering on the dance floor for many and various Soul, Funk and Disco numbers that were 
impossible to sit still to! Before that and bringing her own inimitable style to the performance of 
Apoplexy, Lexy brought contrast and colour to the evening, and last but my no means least, 
George Cowley's opening set was a delight of acoustic musical thoughtfulness and 
contemplation." 
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The evening raised £100 for Group funds – thank you to everyone who attended and keep your 
eyes open for details of another one next year (maybe!!) 
 

Geoff  

 

 
 
 
 

Taking naps sounds so childish.  I prefer to call them “horizontal life pauses”. 
 

 

Annual General Meeting 
Our AGM in June went well with a good attendance from families and friends of the Group.  Our 
Young members all gave short presentations and Jobe gave us an excellent insight into the 
Jamboree which he was looking forward to – see his report of the trip under the Ravens section.  
It sounds fantastic!! 
 
Full minutes of the meeting are available from Alys via email. 
 
 
 

When your work speaks for itself – don’t interrupt. 
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Jumble Sales 
Our September jumble went really well and raised £770 for Group funds. Thank you to 
everyone who helped on the day and also taking leftovers to the tip.   
The next sale will be on 23 November, please put the date in your diaries and take the 
opportunity to have a sort out ready to donate goods plus try to help.  Remember we need 
people on the day sorting and collecting from 9.30am, selling from 1.30 pm and the following 
Monday taking a load to the tip.  Youngsters (wearing their group T shirt if possible) are 
welcome to come with you to help as well.  Many hands make light work! 
 
 

DATA PROTECTION and Online Scout Manager 
Our privacy statement is available on our website http://3rdwestwickham.co.uk/about-us/data-
protection-act-2018/. 
 
All members details and the waiting list are held securely on Online Scout Manager (OSM) 
which is fully certified.  Parents are asked to ensure their children’s details are kept up to date 
by creating an account with OSM and entering any changes themselves.  Subscription fees and 
any other payments required are usually requested via OSM. 
 
Should you have any queries about data protection or OSM please contact me. 
 
 

85th Anniversary 
What fun we all had at our 85th Anniversary party on 5 October. 

Leaders and helpers gathered in the morning to erect the large Gazebo, organise the furniture 
and displays of our old flags.  Our roller-skating team and Mr Marvel all arrived on time, so 
everything was set for the young people arriving.  Beavers and some Cubs went into the tent for 
their magic show whilst the rest of the Cubs got kitted up, listened to the instructions and went 
roller skating around the hall.  That first hour sped by and the older members started arriving.  
Cubs and Beavers spent the second session all together for Mr Marvel whilst Scouts and 
Explorers raced around the hall on their roller skates. 
 
I was delighted to re-present the Supreme Box Car Challenge team with their medals and 
trophies – looking forward to next year already! 
 
I also presented 4 Explorers with their Chief Scouts Platinum Awards.  This is the highest award 
they can achieve in Explorers and they are the first recipients in our Group. WELL DONE. 
 
Everyone gathered together for an Anniversary Group photo including some members of the 
Executive and Supporters committees with our new Group sail flags flying. 
 
Finally, a wonderful party tea, with grateful thanks to Anna & Val for buying, preparing and 
serving it. 
 
Everyone had a great afternoon and I would like to thank ALL who made it such a success. 
 
Alys Helm, Group Scout Leader (gsl@3rdwestwickham.co.uk) 
 

http://3rdwestwickham.co.uk/about-us/data-protection-act-2018/
http://3rdwestwickham.co.uk/about-us/data-protection-act-2018/
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   Greenacres Maintenance     
 
Mike organised delivery of a skip on Friday 11th October so time was spent in having a clear 
out of the garage and maintenance store, and an impressive amount of tree debris was cleared, 
together with the old sofa. 
 
Now we are approaching the winter months we can concentrate on the decoration of the 
interior, so any help you can give would be appreciated of course.  
 
One of the cisterns in the Ladies toilet needs attention, it is not flushing, so if there is a plumber 
among the parents his/her help would be appreciated; we can only offer tea or coffee as a 
reward I'm afraid. 
 
There are still a few jobs to be done on the list. We meet on the second Friday in the month, 
9.30am - 12.30pm, and would welcome any help you can give. 
 
Ron Ockelford 
 

Nihil Sine Labore (nothing comes without work) 
 
 

Group T Shirts 
3rd West Wickham Group T shirts are great for wearing under uniform and help leaders quickly 

identify our members when out and about.  They cost just £6.50, we also have some of the 

special 85th Anniversary T shirts available in adult sizes (£7 each) both are available at HQ, just 

ask one of the leaders when you are there. 

 
I wanted to be a sea fisherman, but I couldn’t live off the net income. 

 
 

Beaver Bits - Brook Colony  

 
The last 2 terms have been action packed at Brook 
Beavers, both out and about and at HQ developing our 
skills. Summer term saw the focus on our sports badge! 
Beavers enjoyed getting to grips the rules and skills of 
tennis with a session at RAW tennis, the weather was 
against us, but the Beavers carried on regardless. Score 
15: Love to the Beavers!  
 
Making the most of the summer weather, Brook went 
next door to Coney Hall football club for a focused 
session on the skills of the game. Beavers learnt to 
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dribble, pass, receive and shoot then put all their newly homed skills into practice with a Lodge 
Vs Lodge match.  Good sportsmanship was the name of the game, with handshakes all round – 
shame the leaders forgot the half time oranges! Thanks for Joey’s dad for running the session 
and his excellent coaching skills.  
 
Summer brought another chance to work towards our sports and teamwork badges, this time at 
Coney Hall Cricket Club.  Beavers had the change to try out batting and fielding, and some 
friendly competition to see who could get the most runs before being caught ‘OUT’! 
 
June brought Family camp down in Guildford. There was a good turn-out for Brook beavers, 
with this being the first time for many camping under canvas. Late nights, early mornings and 
action-packed days meant we were all exhausted by Sunday night, but so many new 
experiences! So many new experiences for Beavers and families alike – zip wire, obstacle 
courses, tunnels and crafting to name a few. Campfires and singing brought us all together as 
families and scouts under the stars.  
 
This term, Brook have welcomed 2 new Beavers, Oskar and Theo to the Colony. Enjoying light 
evening and autumn colours we have made the most of outdoors  
 
We kicked off the term with mini-golf at Sparrows den – so many holes in ones! Great fun all 
round.  
 
We spent two weeks at Jubilee Park and High Broom Woods working on team building, building 
dams, nature trail, identifying plants animal tracking and practicing making our own trail to 
follow.  
 
The Beavers also got to grips learning semaphore skills, learnt Morse code, how to send an 
email and having fins with Face Time as part of our communication badge. Beavers also learnt 
their emergency contact numbers – a great skill should they ever get lost! 
 
Harvest festival church parade rounded off the half term, with a good attendance from Brook 
beavers – well done to all those who are working towards their faith badge.   
 
This term the Beavers have been to a Pets at home session -getting to grips with animal care 
and some hands-on experiences with some small furry creatures. We are looking forward to 
police dogs, remembrance meeting and then getting ready for Christmas!! Where we will be 
making environmental recycled crackers and our end of term party.  
 
WHAT OUR BEAVERS SAID: 
‘I enjoyed the golf – I through it was a good start back to Beavers and having fun with my 
friends’ – Millie 
‘I loved the animals – they were so cute and I leant lots’ Charlie 
 

As everyone will appreciate, a section cannot exist without adults to run it and our leaders all 
have work, family and other commitments which change over time.  In order to keep Brook 
Beavers going, meetings will be on Tuesdays 5.30 – 6.30 from the January term.  Laura will 
take charge with Jess assisting.  Other leaders will fill in when they are able to, but we REALLY 
REALLY NEED more help.  Please consider whether you could join the team, have fun yourself 
and help the youngsters to develop.  It is great fun and very rewarding – please contact Alys for 
more details about exactly what is involved in becoming a Proud Beaver Leader!! 
 
Laura, Assistant Beaver Leader 
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Beaver Bits - River Colony 
 
River Beavers have had a very exciting start to the new 
term this September and we have lots of fun activities 
prepared for the rest of the term for the children! 
 
The River colony currently has 14 Beavers, we are very 
happy to welcome a new leader Mark and we really hope 
he enjoys being part of our team. We would also like to 
take the opportunity to welcome Sam from Explorers he 
will be coming along each week, and he is already a great 
hit with the children. 
 
This term we will be working towards lots of new badges 
including the Cook and Communicator badge plus we will 
also include lots of fun activities that go towards the 

children’s Challenge badges. The children particularly enjoy the Cook badge evenings as they 
get to cook pitta bread pizza and fruit kebabs and one parent has already told me that the pitta 
bread pizzas were such a hit that her son has been making them at home! 
 
The Beavers were very excited to be back after the Summer Holidays and the first evening was 
great as we enjoyed learning about being a Beaver and we welcomed 4 new Beavers to our 
section. The second week we enjoyed an evening of Archery and Assault Course Racing, the 
children loved the Archery and we would like to say a special thank you to Adam for coming 
along and instructing the children.  
 
We attended Harvest Festival Church Parade on the 13th October at St Johns Church; it is a 
lovely service where the children got really involved. 
 
What other exciting activities have we lined up to wear the Beavers out this term? 
 
We have lots of exciting evenings to look forward to, for example our Halloween evening where 
we will be learning all about how Halloween originated, Remembrance evening where we will be 
making planes from pegs and lolly sticks and making a wreath to show our respects. We have a 
Christmas Craft evening towards the end of term and last, but by no means least, the Christmas 
Party on our last evening together, which usually takes a few weeks for the leaders to recover 
from! 
 
The Beavers recently enjoyed the 85th Anniversary Party on the 5th October, the children were 
invited to come along and were able to watch an entertainer which they all really seemed to 
enjoy, there was also party food and games for the children to take part in. The Beavers were 
also joined by Cubs, Scouts and Explorers and whilst the older children enjoyed roller skating 
the Beavers all thought the entertainment was brilliant and funny! 
 
The River Beaver Team would like to say a big Thank You to all our parents for their continued 
support we would not be able to continue running such successful evenings if you didn’t come 
along to help. 
 
Ash - River Beaver Scout Leader 
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Cub Pack Capers - Seeonee Cubs 
 

Autumn is here and changes to our Cub pack are inevitable 
as children grow & gain age.  A hello to three new Beavers 
joining to our Cub pack: Daniel, Rocco & Evan.  We have 
also had a Cub transfer to our Pack - Freddie - welcome.  
We say goodbye to five Cubs who have moved on to join 
the Scout section, Aidan, Alexander, Jamie, Drew & Luis.  
Good luck with your continued Scout career. 
 
Then came the Sixer & Seconder promotions within the 
Cub Sixes! 
 
We try to let each Cub have the potential in their 2.5 years 
as a Cub to become a Sixer or Seconder. This allows them 
to learn and demonstrate leadership, communication skills 
and being part of a team, which are linked to the Team 

Work Challenge Badge & Team Leader Challenge Badges. 
 
Congratulations to new Sixers:  Zac, Aaron & Aaron 
Congratulations to new Seconders:  Henry, Flynn & Elliot 
 
So, what have we done (or got planned) since the last exciting instalment of the adventures at 
the 3rd West Wickham Seeonee Cub Pack?  We have undertaken the following, all to give our 
Cubs a challenge & experience, not to mention the badges! 
 

• Learning the Cub Scout Promise with familiarisation to Cub Scouting 

• Backwoods Cooking at Wilberforce 

• Duck Racing at Harvington Estate 

• Team Building 

• 85th Celebrations – Roller Skating & Magic Show 

• Film Night 

• Making Guys 

• Celebrate Guy Fawkes 

On our first evening this term we welcomed our new Beavers and introduced ourselves as Jungle 
Book Characters showing them how we do things at 3WW Seeonee Cub Pack.  At the end of the 
evening we handed out Plastic Ducks so Cubs could decorate them at home in their own time & 
design ready for the Duck Race. 
 
We then visited Wilberforce Scout Camp for Backwoods Cooking on the Altar fires.  Cubs enjoyed 
cooking bacon, sausages, burgers, chocolate bananas for themselves before consuming them.  
The evening was rounded up cooking marsh mellows in the glowing cinders to make “Smores”. 
Cubs enjoyed this activity immensely as they got to eat some of their favourite food! 
 
The following week we had our Duck Racing at the Harvington estate where all cubs enjoyed 
splashing in the water to encourage their Duck to drift (swim) faster (cheats). Akela added a Pink 
and white bath duck as outsiders to join the Duck race but were beaten by the smaller decorated 
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plastic ducks.  We finished off the evening with a trip in to the safe children’s Play Park for Cubs 
to expel any last energy they had available before collection. 
 
At the Team Building night we gave challenges to the Cubs hopefully not seen before. A Blind fold 
game showed how to communicate correctly guiding a blind person through an assault course. 
Cubs learnt their left & right to manoeuvre through the course. Other team challenges run like 
games were received well by the cubs. 
 
Our 85th Celebration party on the Saturday afternoon went down very well with Cubs Roller 
Skating and trying to keep up with Akela. I was impressed by the varied skill levels of the Cubs 
and willingness to give it a go.  We then moved on to watch a Magic show with the Beavers.  The 
afternoon ended with food of course, pizza, sausage rolls & cake, a great party! 
 
The following Monday night we slowed things down with a relaxed comedy Film night, whilst 
drinking hot chocolate & eating Pop Corn. The Film had a camp theme and went down very well  
 
For our Guy Making evening, we asked for clothes donations from the parents and received a 
right of mix of clothes to make Guys.  Some challenges of how to attach and secure together to 
form a Guy were met with enthusiasm with all Cub Sixes competing to have the best Guy. 
 
We will start back after the two week half term break with a “Celebrate Guy Fawkes” evening, 
where all the Cubs (weather permitting) will hopefully enjoy a traditional Bonfire and watch their 
Guys being burned.  We will add to the enjoyment with hot chocolate drinks and hot dogs and try 
to sing around the camp fire. 
 
There is our usual Remembrance Parade on 10th November & we have a planned Remembrance 
evening to remind the Cubs about remembrance and what it means.   
A cycle Maintenance evening is planned where everyone will know how to fix a puncture. 
We also have a Swimming practice evening for Cubs to know what to expect if attending the 
District Swimming Badge evening. 
There is a Road Safety Evening & a combined Cub Pack Christmas Party to complete the term. 
 
So, we have a term with varied activities to keep a Cub’s interest.  Many will gain a badge or 
two from attending all events and you parents are likely to have to sew them on their uniform. 
 
Once again, our Cub Pack can only survive with your continued help and support, so a big 
thank you.  I would like to personally thank all the Cub Team members and the parents who 
support our pack on a regular basis, as we could not do all this without you.  
 
Kevin (Hawk), Seeonee Cub Scout Leader 
 
 

 
 

What did the pirate say when he turned 80? “Aye matey”. 
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Cub Pack Capers - Wontolla Cubs         

 
After a lovely relaxing summer, we have had a great start to this 
term with lots of exciting activities. 
 
Wontolla Cubs started back at Frylands with archery, this was 
followed by the Great Wontolla Bake Off…. which may have over 
run a little!! We had a potato evening where all our activities were 
potato based.   We’ve had a Six based dodge ball tournament 
which was resoundingly won by the blue six although there was 
some stand out performance from several individual cubs. 
 

Looking ahead we still have lots planned and will be trampolining at the Colonnades in Purley 
(please note that this will start promptly at 6 p.m. so please try and arrive by 5.45 at the latest), 
we will be stretching our legs with a wintery night hike, making Christmas card and finishing the 
term with a joint Christmas party. 
 
Supreme 2019 
Four Wontolla cubs and two Seeonee Cubs took part in The Supreme!! This is the largest Box 
Kart event in the UK open to all Cub packs, this year 40 teams attended from as far away as 
Cornwall, Manchester and even two teams from Northern Ireland. The Supreme is a really 
competitive competition but also a fun friendly event.  Initially our Cubs had 12 qualifying races, 
this took them into the final sixteen and eventually into the semi-final where they ultimately 
finished an amazing 4th. All of the three remaining teams were local teams who regularly 
practice for the Supreme, whereas our cubs had never pushed the Kart before that weekend. 
Two years in a row our cubs have returned with some lovely trophies to add to our cabinet, an 
amazing effort that showed real determination and spirit…well done to all involved. 
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Some comments from the cubs. 
“It was really fun; we came 4 out of 40 other teams”. Ben C 
“I liked the Supreme because we came 4 and I was happy about it, it was fun and it was a good 
camp” Raphael 
“I enjoyed all of the other people racing in their carts, we came 4th place in the race and we 
crashed!” Ethan  
 
85th Anniversary 
As you are hopefully aware this year our group is 85 years old!! This was celebrated by having a 
party involving all the members of our group, I hope that your beaver/cub/scout/explorer 
enjoyed themselves, I know that the leaders did.  
Please have a look at our notice board for all the comments made by our cubs, below is a small 
sample; 
“My favourite part of the 85th celebration is the roller skating in a disco full of lights and music. It 
was brilliant…” Josh M 
“The 85th scouting anniversary was mind blowing…. I did a roller disco it was amazing”. Toby K 
“The 85th Anniversary was…. great, cool, I’m speechless, awesome”. Rocco 
“I enjoyed doing the Mr Marvel show and playing football with me friends…. I loved it”. Jackson  
 
Parent helpers…. a small moan!! As you know at the beginning of each term, we set a parent 
rota schedule, this is something you as a parent agree to when you join our group. We 
understand that everyone is busy and the particular evening we assign you to may not suit, 
however please try and plan in advance especially when we are out of HQ, we need the extra 
support. The Scout Association has strict rules on adult to child ratios and we cannot run an 
evening if these ratios are not met, simply not turning up or informing us on the evening (often 
whilst dropping a child off) could, and often does, cause us problems. Please remember that all 
the adult leaders work full time in demanding occupations and are parents themselves…. we 
are all busy too. Thank you for your support and understanding in this matter.  
 
Adam (Akela), Wontolla Cub Scout Leader 

 

 

Scout Shout 
 
Dear All, as I very kindly awarded myself a 
sabbatical this summer to help sail round 
large parts of the British Isles, most of this 
Shout Out comes courtesy of Eoin, who had a 
great time at Family Camp: 
 
My weekend at family camp  
 
After setting up our tent we had a fun evening 
playing with others in the woods. 
 
There were lots of fantastic activities. Over the weekend I participated with others in activities 
such as zip lining, canoeing, abseiling and many more great activities. During Our canoeing 
session one of the groups managed to sink their canoe. We all got to mess about in the water at 
the end which was perfect as it was so hot. Saturday evening, we had a camp fire where myself 
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and a couple of other scouts sang and danced along to a practiced routine. As the evening went 
on others danced around the campfire to music. In Archery I managed to score a bullseye. 
Luckily on Sunday morning whilst I was busy doing activities my parents packed up our tent.  
 
There was lots of food on offer over the weekend and chocolate bars to refuel on. We had great 
fun playing in the woods building dens.  Thank you to everyone who helped to make it a great 
weekend. 
 
Eoin, Scout 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Other points of interest having happened since the last newsletter are Matthew B undertook a 
gruelling 42km 3-day expedition in the Andes to explore Machu Picchu, as well as another 2 day 
trek up the Amazon, which makes my having a cup of tea with the Loch Ness Monster very 
tame indeed! 
 
We all had a wonderful time at the Groups 85th anniversary party, and I would like to thank all 
those who helped me to spend most of it on roller skates! Well done to all those who kept falling 
over, but still got up again, and turned in some very athletic manoeuvres under the limbo pole; 
full marks also to leader Steve, who kept up with Phoebe, the instructor, with just as much 
speed and style! 
 
Other activities on the agenda this term are a very informative visit to the RAF Biggin Hill 
museum, with a nice muddy night hike thrown in for good measure; making 4 different types of 
bread; Scouting 1934 style; climbing, air rifles and abseiling at Downe, skiing/tobogganing at 
Chatham and finishing up with our traditional Orpington bowling session. 
 
We also welcome Donell and Dunstan to the leadership team and hope that you get as much 
fun and friendship as the rest of us, over the coming years! 
 
Yours in Scouting 
Geoff, Jen, Doug, Steve (& Dunstan and Donell) 
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                                                   Ravens Reports 

 

Beyond Boarders, Beyond Limits, Beyond Expectations! 

I knew I was in for an amazing experience as soon as I arrived at Heathrow Airport. Units of 
Scouts from all over the UK had descended on mass to fly out to the US for the WSJ 2019 – the 
atmosphere was electric – Scouts were everywhere! You couldn’t cross the concourse without 
tripping over a blue UK Contingent rucksack. Everyone was so excited and happy, even though 
it had just turned 5am! 

The flight went very quickly and we soon arrived in Toronto, Canada before continuing onto 
New York. Unfortunately, our luggage didn’t arrive with us and it was many hours later that we 
were eventually reunited with our bags. New York was amazing and although we only had a day 
there, we managed to visit Times Square, Central Park, The World Trade Centre and have a 
boat trip to see the Statue of Liberty. 

Our journey then continued to the Jamboree site in West Virginia where we were greeted with a 
traffic jam of coaches, torrential rain and lots of mud! (please note - the UK has soaring 
temperatures and no rain – that’s because we had it all!) However, this didn’t dampen our spirits 
and we were soon settling into our tents, getting our bearings and preparing ourselves for the 
opening ceremony, (which incidentally was incredible). Thankfully, the rain stopped and it was 
truly an amazing sight to see 35,000 Scouts from all over the world united together with 
hundreds of drones filling the sky in an aerial display welcoming us all. 
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The activities were beyond expectations – most days were very early starts as the Summit 
Bretchel site was vast (almost the size of London). I went extreme mountain biking on a 30 mile 
course through the Blue Ridge Mountains passing brown bears as I sped down the track. I went 
shooting, learnt to paddleboard, rock climbing and on the longest zip line course in North 
America reaching speeds of 50mph. I met Scouts from all over the world, sampled their cuisine 
and made many new friends. The Jamboree was over all too soon, but my adventure still 
continued as I headed off to Washington DC. Here I visited the White House, Capital Building 
and saw a baseball game which was really fun.  

For the next part of the trip we caught a flight over to the west coast – Vancouver, Canada and 
headed up to Squamish BC where we had a hoedown with a local scout troop. They 
enlightened us in the joys of camping ‘Squamish style’ – ice tents, glacier melt showers, and the 
necessity for mosquito nets! We hiked, climbed and saw some amazing views. It was a truly 
memorable end to this incredible adventure. 

 

  

 

I will never forget this experience and I thank everyone who has helped me on my journey.        

 Jobe, Explorer Scout  

PS. The next World Scout Jamboree is in 2022 South Korea – if you are eligible seriously 
consider going – you will not regret it! 
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                         Diary Dates 2019/20          

 

 

 

 

November Saturday 9   Explorers Robot Wars 

 Sunday 10 9.40-11.00am Remembrance Day Parade West Wickham 

 Fri-Sun 15-17  Scouts PL & APL Camp (District) 

 Saturday 23 2.00pm Jumble Sale HELP NEEDED am & pm 

 Saturday 30 TBC District Swimming Badge ALL SECTIONS 

December Sunday 1 9.40am Church Parade St Johns Church 

 Saturday 7 TBC District Go Karting Explorers 

February Saturday 1 2.00pm Jumble Sale HELP NEEDED am & pm 

March Sunday 1 9.40am Church Parade St Johns Church 

April Sunday 26 TBC TBC St Georges Day 

May Saturday 9 2.00pm Jumble Sale HELP NEEDED am & pm 

June Fri-Sun 12-14  Group Camp 

July Sunday 5 9.40am Church Parade St Johns Church 

September Saturday 19 2.00pm Jumble Sale HELP NEEDED am & pm 

     

Email items for next issue to:  newsletter@3rdwestwickham.co.uk before 1st 

February 2020. 
 

District Scout Shop 
BROMLEY HQ, The Frank Rhodes Centre, 15 Prospect Place, Langdon Road, BR2 9HL  
Saturdays 9.30am – 12.30pm (not school holidays) 
 
Crofton Oak Scout Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington BR6 8JE 
Saturdays 10.30am – 12.30pm   and Tuesdays 8.30pm - 9.30pm 
 
ANY ITEM SHOWN IN THE SCOUT CATALOGUE OR NOT IN STOCK CAN BE 
ORDERED 
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