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SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Terry Newman 020 8776 1331 
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“Those people who think they know everything are a great annoyance to those of us 
who do.” Isaac Asimov. 
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        The Editor's Bit 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Newsletter. Please see 
important information and dates for the Group Camp and AGM 
and Jobe’s interesting report on the World Scout Jamboree. As 
usual we have reports from the sections. 
 
Have a great read! 
Keith Day, Newsletter Editor 

 
 

Presidential Potterings 
Tick Tock, Tick Tock, Tick Tock – time is going. Another few seconds used up. I’ve 
been thinking about time recently and how much is wasted, after a recent troop 
meeting where I waited 5-6 minutes for the boys and girls to be quiet so instructions 
could be given for the next activity, an activity shortened by the time wasted, waiting. 
I wonder if other sections in the Group have time unused like this. How much is wasted 
each month? Time is precious. Let us use it wisely and at our section meetings be 
ready quickly and quietly. 
 
The following item was in a little booklet I picked up in a church whilst on holiday a few 
years ago. Rather appropriate I think. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Use your 
time well, 
you will 
never get 
it back! 
 
Doug Sull ivan 
President 
 

TIME WAITS  FOR NO ONE 
 

When we  are  small, t ime  s eems  e ndles s  – an hour can se em like  an 
age , but  as  we  g row olde r, t he re  doe sn’t  s ee m enough hours  in t he  
day t o  do  a ll we  want  t o  do, and  t ime  se ems t o  fly pas t . Years  ago, 
whe n most  people  had  t o  work longer hours , t he y usua lly had t ime  t o  
vis it  family and friends , t o  paus e  in  t he  s t ree t  for a  cha t , and even t o  
s t and and  s t are . Maybe  wit h a ll our mode rn invent ions  like  t he  ca r, 
t e le vis ion, t e lephone  and int e rne t , we  have  los t  some t hing , for it  
se ems t ha t  many pe ople  no  longer have  t ime  fo r t he  lit t le  t hings  t hat  
make  life  wort hwhile . 
 
The  following lines  appear on an old clock in  Ches t e r Cat hedral: 
 

TIME’S  PACES 
When as  a  child  I laughe d and wep t , Time  c re pt . 

When as  a  yout h I waxed  more  bo ld, Time  s t ro lle d. 
When I became a full-grown man, Time  ran. 

When olde r s t ill I da ily grew, Time  flew. 
Soon I shall find , in  pass ing  on, Time  gone . 

Oh Chris t ! wilt  t hou have  s aved me  t he n?  Amen. 



 
  

“The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are composed entirely of 
lost airline luggage.” Mark Russell. 
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                 CHAIRMAN’S CORNER             
I made an interesting visit to the bank just before Christmas with the proceeds of our 
Pre-Christmas bag packing at Marks & Spencer and our December Jumble Sale. Both 
made roughly £700 each, most of it in small change, so I was lugging a barely liftable 
amount of coins when I went in. Once upon a time I would have had to wait for ages 
while they checked my little bags of coins one by one; usually finding one that was a 
penny short or another that had 10p too much. However, this time they took the 
whole lot off me with my pay-in slip, took my telephone number and said they would 
call me if anything was wrong. A great improvement to customer service. So a thank 
you to Barclays and many thanks to all those who helped with the bag packing and 
jumble sale to raise the money in the first place.   
 
We usually hold the meetings of our Executive Committee at the beginning of each 
term and our most recent one in January was quite well attended with just a small 
amount of sickness absence.  Key topics covered included sponsorship for those 
attending the 2019 World Scout Jamboree in the USA and preparations for this year’s 
Group Camp weekend and Annual General Meeting lunch**. We also looked at a 
numbers of issues around governance arising, in part, from a guidance document issued 
by the Charity Commission, the state of our finances (good) and the state of our Car 
Park (poor). Finally, we had a brief look at future expenditure plans, our use of the 
“Online Scout Manager” system and the current and future use of WiFi in HQ. On the 
subject of finances the point was made that our membership fees are not sufficient to 
cover even the fixed costs of running our HQ - heating, lighting, rates, etc. We only 
survive through the fund raising activities that we run so please support these 
activities if you can - it helps to keep your fees low. 
 
Much has been written about the problems the government have had with outsourcing 
contracts. From Carillion to the PFI (Private Finance Initiative) all has not gone well. In 
our own little way we have had a similar experience. Just over 4 years ago we decided 
to rent a modern colour laser printer/copier to replace a failing device from an earlier 
technology. As part of the contract we were provided with support to give us with new 
cartridges when we needed them and also maintenance as necessary. We found that 
organising replacement cartridges was a real effort as we couldn’t have a new one until 
the old one had actually run out; that the company concerned was very poor at posting 
things to the right address and that getting maintenance support required us to 
provide information from the device that simply wasn’t available. Also, their invoices 
were baffling and needed us to crawl all over them with fine toothed comb and to 
regularly provide them with records of our usage data. So, when our contract came up 
for renewal last autumn, we decided instead to buy our own printer and manage things 
like printer cartridge purchase ourselves. Given the competition in this particular market 
place we were able to secure a slightly faster printer then the one we were renting at a 
very reasonable price and it came with a four year warranty. We intend to keep spare 
cartridges in stock and hopefully the manufacturer’s warranty will stand us in good 
stead. Only time will tell of course but at the moment we are pretty happy bringing this 
particular piece of outsourcing back in house. 
 



 
  

 **And the date of the Group Camp Weekend and AGM Lunch is 22nd to 24th June 2018 
(AGM lunch is on the 24th).  It is at the Downe Campsite – an entry for your diaries 
perhaps?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Mike Tully mtully@ntlworld.com  
PS … Keep up to date with events through our new website – 
www.3rdwestwickham.co.uk 
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World Scout Jamboree 

The 24th World Scout Jamboree will take place in 2019 at the Summit Bechtel Family 
National Scout Reserve, West Virginia, USA. This is a huge Scouting event that happens 
every four years, where 35,000 Scouts from across the world come together. 

Having completed our application forms, four patrol leaders from the 3rdWest Wickham 
Scout Group: Joseph, Joel, Max and myself, Jobe, were asked to attend a selection 
weekend in Westerham. 

We were all designated to different patrol units (I was in the Toronto Raptors), we were 
told to meet at various drop off points from where we had to hike to the campsite. I 
was really excited but also a little nervous. It was an early start, very cold and frosty – 
we were also fully laden with not only our tents and bedding for the night, but we also 
had to carry a camp chair (the chair was like the last straw that broke the camel’s 
back)! My patrol consisted of 10 Scouts from all over the Bromley and Bexley Districts 
and it wasn’t long before we were all making friends and helping each other to carry 
our equipment. My nerves soon disappeared. 

Thankfully the hike wasn’t too long and we were soon set various activities including 
Team Building Challenges. My teams first challenge involved everyone being blindfolded 
- except one who had to direct the others to use a multiple pulley system to operate a 
hook and retrieve a ‘spaceship’, the second was a ‘drain pipe’ challenge (we had to 
transport 20 golf balls into a bucket using piping) and the third an egg challenge 
(where we had to retrieve an egg in a plastic bag suspended in a tree without breaking 
the egg using various tools) – our solution was to melt the plastic bag. In total, we had 
to complete ten challenges and throughout all of these we were judged on how well we 
worked together and completed the tasks. 

The highlight of the weekend for me was the campfire – each patrol had been given the 
task of performing (most patrols sang songs) – but I adapted a skit about a Red Indian 
Chief and his Braves – It ended with a really cheesy joke which judging by the laughs, 
groans and no one guessing where this was leading - went down well! 

(I pretended to be an Indian Chief and one by one each of my patrol members came on 
stage and asked whether it was time for Yerputcha? I looked to the setting sun, 
sprinkled dirt to the wind, shook my head and looked very solemn - then said it was not 
time for Yerpucha. Eventually after adding various other tests including sniffing the air 
and throwing leaves all over people in the front row, I announced that it was time for 
Yerpucha. I made everyone stand up and … wait for it … Yerputcha left leg in, your 
right leg out …. That’s what Scouts is all about!) 

After the campfire I was able to camp out with Joseph, although it was freezing I was 
very snug in my thermals and ‘minus 10 tog’ sleeping bag (thanks Mum). We were 



 
  

awoken at the crack of dawn, but this early frosty awaking didn’t dampen our spirits as 
we were then asked to do a ‘reflection’ on what Scouting meant to us. 

The selection camp was over all too soon and although exhausted it was a great 
experience as we all had fun. Unfortunately, out of 120 Scouts only 30 could be 
chosen to represent UK Scouting South East. I was one of the lucky ones to be 
selected. Although overjoyed at the chance of going – I was really disappointed that 
my friends Joseph, Max and Joel were not able to go on this adventure with me. 
However, those not chosen will be invited to attend other International camps.  
I need to raise a lot of money and have already started to organize fund raising events 
- I will be bag packing in Sainsbury’s Bromley on the 21st, 22nd  and 23rd December.  
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It is a great honour to be selected and I hope my jamboree experience will inspire other 
3rd West Wickham Scouts to try out for future Jamborees. I will definitely be keeping 
you all updated on my journey. 
 
Jobe Sabour 
 

“Always borrow money from a pessimist. He won’t expect it back.” Oscar Wilde. 
 

3rd WW Supporters 
At the end of November, a dedicated team from the group ventured out in to the 
woods of West Wickham High Street to spend the day bag packing at M&S Simply 
Food. The team coordinated by Val Harris, raised a magnificent total of £700.75 for 
the Group. A fantastic amount plus they made a great impression with both customers 
and M & S staff, a credit to our 3rd West Wickham Scout Group. 
 
On 27th January the Fundraising Committee held a "Fun/Quiz" evening to raise funds 
for the Scouts, and also to make a donation to a charity in Kenya. 

It was a very successful evening with lots of new faces. In addition to our good friend 
Dermot excelling once more as quizmaster, and Geoff's band playing the beginning, 
middle and end sets, Val Harris did an excellent job in organising the evening, as well as 
being the Question master's 'glamorous assistant' on the night, demonstrating her 
Rachel Rileyesque (for Countdown fans) maths skills at the scoreboard.   
 
A good time was had by all. We raised £178 for the Group, and a further £180 for the 
Football for Peace initiative being led by Peter Omondi a visiting scouter from Kenya 
(see https://m.soundcloud.com/scoutradio/peter-omondi-from-kenya-on-the-late-
show-part-2 for more details).  Peter is returning home after spending a year at Downe 
Activity Centre.  Peter helped the 3rd West Wickham Scouts, leading several activities, 
and we wish him well with his new ventures. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped by donating prizes for the raffle, clearing up 
afterwards and also for those who turned up to make it such an enjoyable evening. 

Don't forget Geoff (the Scout leader's) band is available for any parties you may have 
coming up. Geoff’s mobile is 07771 563830.  
 
Our next event is our Auction on Saturday 3rd of March. Joan Taylor has been the 
'checking in lady' for what must be 40 years at least, but even so, rarely does she 



 
  

remember people's names when they turn up with their goods!  But alas, ill health 
means she is no longer able to continue doing this for us, which is a big loss for us, and 
I'll particularly miss her fending off the early arrivals on auction day before I turn up 
with the paperwork. So it is also a good time to remember that our Auction helpers 
don't get any younger and new helpers are very welcome and needed.  In the morning - 
setting up, in the afternoon - during the auction, or even all day.  All offers of help 
appreciated.   
 
Terry Newman, Chairman, Supporters Committee 
 

“It’s true hard work never killed anybody, but I figure, why take the chance.” Ronald 
Reagan. 
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100 Club 
Are you a member of the 100 club? Would you like a simple way to support our 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers? Each year we raise over £350.00, which directly 
subsidises the vast range of activities they are offered. 
The cost of a ball in the 100 club is just £12.00 for the year, and each month two cash 
prizes are drawn. Currently the prize money each month totals £35.00, and we have 
a super draw in the summer for a £50.00 prize. 
If you would like to purchase a ball, or want to know more about how the 100-club 
works, do please contact Nicola Tunstall, nictunstall@aol.com 
 
 

Greenacres Maintenance     
We have changed our monthly works morning from the second Sunday morning in the 
month, to the second Friday morning in the month, in the hope that it would be a more 
convenient day for volunteers, maybe mums whilst their children are at school, to give 
a hand for an hour or two. So far this arrangement has not had the desired effect, but 
as always we live in hope. 
 
For the present at least the buildings and site are in good order, and most of the work 
tends to be on minor, but never-the-less important, matters. All the signage, to satisfy 
Health and Safety requirements, is up to date, the closer has been fitted to the door 
nearest the garage and a new notice board has been installed externally. Kitchen taps 
are to have new washers, or replaced where necessary. Then there are the monthly 
checks on drains, fire extinguishers, door and cupboard fastenings, light fittings etc, 
etc,. 
 
With the approach of Spring, says he, hopefully, we shall start the usual programme of 
external redecoration, and grass and hedge cutting. The replacement of the guttering 
is also on the programme. If we have a wet spring there is decorating to do internally, 
so we can always find work for willing hands. 
 
I must set the record straight in that I am the Works Manager in name only. Mike does 
all the administrative work, ordering materials, delivering them, keeping up to date with 
H&S directives, and solving any technical problems with instructions, as well as working 
on the Team. He makes a tremendous contribution to the maintenance of the site and 
buildings and their present condition is thanks to his management and input.  



 
  

 
We are quite a friendly group and the workers are provided with tea and coffee, with 
biscuits, on every working morning. How can you not be tempted to join us for a 
couple of hours at any of these. 
 
Ron Ockelford 
 

“Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been.” Mark Twain. 
 

Group T Shirts 
3rd West Wickham Group T shirts are great for wearing under uniform and help leaders 
quickly identify our members when out and about.  They cost just £6.50 and are 
available at HQ, just ask one of the leaders when you are at HQ. 
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Group Camp 22 – 24 June 2018 with AGM Sunday 24 June 

I am really excited to announce a fantastic opportunity for all our young people in the 
Group to join together for a camp at Downe Activity Centre over the weekend 22–24 
June.  Beavers will occupy indoor accommodation for one night but everyone else will 
be camping for two – fingers crossed for dry weather!  The Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
Explorers will each have their own fun and exciting schedule for the camp plus 
opportunities to mix with the other age groups.  This will help those moving up over 
the summer as they will be more familiar with both leaders and youngsters in their new 
section. 
 
On Sunday 24 June all parents and friends of the Group are invited to join us for our 
AGM, to see the youngsters perform or report on the year.  We will also cover the more 
formal business of the AGM but as always keep this as short as possible. 
 
After the AGM there will be a buffet lunch for everyone before the camp finally ends. 
 

Jumble Sales 
I am delighted to say that the Jumble Sale on 3 February raised £760!!  Thank you to 
those who helped on the day. 
 
The 4 sales we have usually raise between £2500 and £3000 per year and contribute 
greatly to the running costs of our HQ (currently about £7500 pa)  Please note the 
dates below of future sales and, if possible, come along and get involved - 
12 May, 22 September, 24 November 
 
We need help in the morning collecting and sorting the donations.  In the afternoon 
selling and clearing up plus extra help the following Monday to clear the left overs to 
the tip. 
Thank you for your support. 

Online Scout Manager (OSM) 
Online Scout Manager is a programme designed by a Scout leader to help all leaders 
with their administration and we have been using it for the last two years.  Now with 
the changes to Data Protection laws which come into effect this year we are moving all 
our record keeping over to ensure personal details are kept safe. 
 



 
  

Parents have received individual links to access their own child’s data and I do ask that 
this is regularly checked to ensure all contact information is completely up to date.  We 
can also use this programme to advertise and take bookings for extra events and 
camps plus (eventually) will take payments.  One of the advantages is that the 
programme will automatically remind people to reply to invitations and pay amounts 
due - so saving leaders a lot of work! 
 
The District fully support the use of OSM as they pay the annual subscription for the 
system to enable Scout Groups across the district to use this robust and versatile 
system which enables us to simplify the way we hold personal data, to ensure the data 
is secure and enable leaders to contact parent's easily. 

Newsletter 
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email instead of a printed (and 
sometimes posted) copy, please let me know. 
 
Alys Helm, Group Scout Leader 
07702 962805, alyshelm@gmail.com 
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The second-hand uniform sales are going well and raising additional funds for the 
Group.   
Everything is clean, ironed and in good condition plus prices are, obviously, much lower 
than if you bought new, meaning you gain, we recycle as appropriate and any money 
we make is for Group funds.   
 
Do you have anything to donate to the stall??  Has your child changed sections or 
grown out of anything?  Please bring any uniform you no longer require to HQ and give 
to any leader who will make sure it is passed onto me for laundering and resale. 
 
Please contact me with any requests uniform items you need and I will do my best to 
help. 
Hannah Alonso Whittaker, jalonso@talktalk.net 
 

“Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.” Dalai Lama. 
 
 

BEAVER BITS 
Brook Colony  
Brook Beavers have had a busy busy start to 2018!  On Friday 
12 January we kicked off the new year with 1/5 of the colony 
swimming up to Cubs as we said goodbye to Nancy Church, Flynn 
Gallagher, Zac Allen and Thomas Barnes - many of whom were 
amongst the first few intakes of Beavers when we opened our 
doors just over two years ago!  It was a great send off as the 

evening was spent creating star constellations using tooth picks and mini 
marshmallows. They also learnt the order of the solar system using buckets and bean 
bags and we even celebrated with authentic homemade constellation cupcakes!  
 



 
  

We were excited to welcome new Beavers to fill their places as Ben McGarey, Dylan 
Gregory, Henry Germain, Joshan and Maddie Papworth joined Brook Beavers. Our Space 
badge continued as we formed meteors on the moon (using playdough!), completed a 
moon jump to see if any of us could jump 6 times further like when on the moon, and 
setting the night off with fizzing shooting stars using glitter, vinegar and baking soda!. 
We blasted the night away as we sent our own decorated paper rockets into space (by 
launching them by blowing through a plastic straw!).  The following week, what better 
place to be given your space badge (and some hot chocolate!) than on top of Wickham 
Common Woods looking down into the valley under the stars!! Well unfortunately it was 
under a thick cloud rather than a beautiful clear starry night as we had hoped, but the 
Beavers had good fun using the phone space apps to find the star constellations 
through the clouds.  A big thank-you to Kevin for stepping in at the last minute and 
running the woods star gazing walk and thankyou to all the wonderful parents who 
accompanied us on this space adventure!  
 
One of the most exhilarating nights for Brook Beavers was on 26 Jan when we invited 
local neighbours and friends to come and talk about their jobs.  Our careers carousel 
was a bit like speed dating as pairs of Beavers spent 5 minutes talking to each person 
before moving around to the next visitor.  The Beavers had spent some time planning 
questions to ask the visitors, from 'where do you work' to 'have you met anyone 
famous' to 'how old are you!!!'.  
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It really was an absolute buzz in the hall as every group was chatting away, the evening 
was only planned for a 30 minutes carousel, but it really could have easily been doubled 
as they wanted to find out everything about everyone!! Visitors included: accountant, 
banker, sports coach, children's publisher, mental health nurse, estate agent, female 
carpenter, taxi driver and animal carers from foal farm.  Every beaver made an effort to 
talk to the visitors and we were very proud of them all for showing such interest in the 
different backgrounds and experiences of our visitors.  Undoubtedly foal farm were the 
favourites by far (much to the taxi drivers disappointment!) as the dog and the parrot 
completely stole the show!! A great night was had by all, and I can’t wait to organise 
the next one for some of the other visitors who were unable to attend this event at 
short notice.... a probation officer, a forensic scientist and a health and safety office 
for Formula One!   How cool are those jobs!! So many different experiences out there 
for our young people to explore and think about!  It was a great way to get the wider 
population involved in scouting, I literally got three volunteers from people who lived on 
my road, plus my daughter’s preschool leader!   
 
We are now exploring the world of Photography and had an absolutely hilarious evening 
last Friday with Beavers dressing up and having photo shoots in their lodges.  Each 
beaver got to direct the group and take three photos each as a start to their 
photography scrapbook.  Hopefully over the half term break the Beavers will have 
completed their photography scavenger hunt, searching for and taking pictures of a 
variety of different objects and things - definitely a fun way to spend a rainy day! We 
will be completing our badge and starting our Digital Citizens1 after half term when we 
research the wildlife photographer of the year and build a computer out of junk 
material. Parents will be invited to see a small exhibition of the Beavers photos later in 
the term when they can join us for a celebration of the work completed and a chance 
for parents to informally socialise with other Brook Beavers parents.  This is particularly 
important for us to help the parents get to know each other as well as the children 
themselves as we cover so many different primary schools within our intake that not all 



 
  

Beavers know each other when they arrive and we have had quite a few Beavers move 
up recently.  Life is never dull as part of Brook Beavers!  
 
Bev McGarey, Brook Beaver Scout Leader   
Brookbeaverswestwickham3rd@gmail.com 
 
 

River Colony 
The River Beaver year has started off with lots of fun activities, 
we started the new term learning what it means to be part of 
the Scouting movement. 
 
We have been joined by four new Beavers this term and they 
all seem to be settling in well, and we hope they are enjoying 
their time with us. Three of our lovely Beavers moved onto 
Cubs and from what I hear they are thoroughly enjoying their 
time there. 

  
We have already had lots of fun packed evenings this term, which has gone towards 
lots of badge work! One of our evenings included lots of life skills activities where the 
children had to learn to tie their laces and they even had to carry on with some of the 
wok at home! This term we have also enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year, the 
children were able to try some Chinese food, and they all went home with a lucky red 
envelope containing gold chocolate coins.  
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We also enjoyed a sausage sizzle evening and all of the 
children were able to cook outside on a BBQ, it was cold, 
but the children loved it and we especially enjoyed the 
campfire songs which we demonstrated to the parents 
when they arrived to pick up the children. 
 
Themes for other evenings this term are:   
Make a model using recycling items 
Mother’s Day craft 
Circus activities at HQ 
 
We are all looking forward to planning some evenings for 
the summer term where we can be out in the sun, it feels 
like it’s been a long time since we were able to enjoy our 
outdoor activities. 
 

The River Beaver Team would like to say a big thank you to all of the parents for their 
continued support and coming along to help one evening a term with Beavers, it’s 
great to see you all getting involved. 
 
I have included contact details below, please feel free to contact the River Beaver team 
on the email address below: 
 
Ash Cullen (Ant), River Beaver Scout Leader   
Mobile: 07957 469 309, Email: 3WWBeavers@Frozenmonkey.co.uk 



 
  

 
 

CUB PACK CAPERS     
Seeonee Cubs 
The Spring term started with a big hello to four new Beavers – 
Zac Allen, Thomas Barnes, William Brace & Flynn Gallagher – 
Welcome to Cubs! 
We said goodbye to three of our senior Cubs moving up to join 
the Scout section – goodbye & keep on Scouting to, Jack Blunt, 
John Dunn & Daniel Tame. 
 
All of these Cubs managed to achieve their Silver Awards before 
moving on to Scouts – Well done Cubs. 

 
Next came the Sixer & Seconder promotions within the Cub pack as we like all Cubs in 
their time with us to take a responsible role in their pack! 
Congratulations to new Sixers – Marco Olivera, Isaac Mould & Samuel Spencer. 
Congratulations to new Seconders – Aidan Maher, Alexander Noe & Dylan Olivera. 
Our aim each term is to see what activities and district events are happening during the 
term and assign this to possible badges. We regularly review what we need to cover for 
our Cubs to complete their badge work, so important they don’t miss an evening.   
So what have we done since the last exciting instalment of the adventures at the 3rd 
West Wickham Seeonee Cub Pack? 
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We have undertaken the following: 

• Reminded all Cubs about their Promise, Law & motto 
• Practiced for the District Cub Scout Challenge competition 
• Book Reader Activity Badge evening 
• Learn our Local Area West Wickham Hike 
• Pancakes Cooking for Shrove Tuesday  
• Communicator Activity Badge evening(s) 
• Learn our Local Area Hayes Hike 

The practice evening for the District Cub Scout Challenge Competition taking place at 
the start of next term encompassed the Cubs in their Sixes practicing likely activities 
they would have to do, so as to build up their confidence.  Things covered were 
answering a basic Scouting questionnaire, knot tying skills development, Scout word 
search, tent erecting & breakdown & camp site layout – all Scouting themed. Hopefully 
now I should get more Cubs want to join our team for this competition. 
 
The Booker Reader Activity Badge evening resulted in some preparation (homework) 
for all the Cubs to identify six books they had read recently.  They then told all in their 
Six about their books, what was good & bad, the characters etc. We went on to ask 
them to look up certain words in a Thesaurus & a language dictionary, to ensure they 
could use a dictionary.  For a book reading evening, there was no quick Google search 
available, but pick up a book & read it! 
 



 
  

Our first evening hike of the term was to get know the local area with a walk from 
Sparrow’s Den back to HQ via West Wickham. We walked a specific route that cars 
could not go to enhance the knowledge of the Cubs in the local area. The weather was 
dry & fresh, which made our evening stroll enjoyable. The Cubs now know where the 
railway alley way next to HQ goes & comes out. 
 
Even though Shrove Tuesday falls during half term, we were determined for the Cubs 
to do some cooking this term. In their sixes they mixed up the batter for pancakes & 
then cooked their own pancakes, which were safely cooked & consumed by the Cubs, 
who brought along a host of topping ingredients, mainly healthy.  
 
Our Communicator Activity badge required some resources which were found & to 
challenge the Cubs with how to be an effective communicator.  The requirements for 
this badge were met over two evenings. The Cubs had to text, email & communicate 
effectively that will happen with experience & practice. 
 
Our Second evening Hike started & finished at HQ, taking the Cubs for a local area walk 
around Hayes. They saw some land mark sights you would not normally see or notice 
from a car and came down a hidden road, so definitely a new experience for the Cubs. 
 
Left to do this term, we have Bowling in Bromley, learn about the environment & finish 
with an Easter Egg Hunt with Wontolla Pack at Wilberforce Scout Camp. 
 
Once again our Cub Packs can only survive with your continued help and support.  I 
would like to personally thank all the Cub Team and the parents who support our pack 
on a regular basis, as we could not do all this without you.  Many Thanks. 
 
Kevin Harris, Seeonee Cub Scout Leader 
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Wontolla Cubs          
It has been a chilly few weeks since Wontolla started back 
from the Christmas break, so we have tried to focus on 
indoor activities and completing any leftover elements to 
various badges; as I write this we have an amazing 48 
badges to give out to our Cubs covering astronomer, 
athletics, environmental and local knowledge badges. We are 
also currently working on our personal challenge badge 
where the Cubs set their own goals to achieve at home and 
also have to complete ones set by the leaders.  
 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter we have had a number of Cubs moving up to 
Scouts over the Christmas break and some more in the coming weeks and have 
therefore had a reshuffle within the group. We would therefore like to congratulate 
Mateo, Amy, Adam W and Duncan for becoming our newest Sixers and Joshua, 
Fletcher, Oliver and Reece for becoming our newest seconders. Both the Sixer and 
Seconder roles are important stages in their progression throughout Cubs, all the 
leaders believe that they deserve these roles and will be an excellent example to the 
younger Cubs. 
 
We have been busy planning lots of exciting activities throughout the coming year and 
are particularly excited about the upcoming Bedbugs sleepover at London Zoo. 49 



 
  

children from all the Cub and Beavers sections and 11 leaders will be spending the 
night at the Zoo. The sleepover will give the children (and adults!) a unique opportunity 
to experience one of the most famous zoos in the world in a way that few other people 
will ever have. On this note could I please ask that the final payments please be made 
ASAP. 
 
We are also looking forward to the upcoming AGM Camp at Downe which will be 
attended by all the sections from the group and will be a lovely change to the normal 
HQ based AGM. 
 
As we have previously said to many of you, lots of badge work can be completed 
outside of Cubs, indeed some are unlikely to be ever done by us. As such the below 
staged badge maybe of interest to some of you as it is unlikely we will be doing it at 
Cubs.  
 

Snowsports - stage 1 

How to earn your badge - 

1. Identify different types of snowsports. 

2. Name three places you could safely take part in snowsport activities. 

3. Take part in a warm up activity to prepare you for a snowsport activity such as 
skiing or snowboarding. This should be an appropriate warm up for your upper, 
middle and lower body. 

4. Dress properly for your chosen activity. Show you know the importance of 
helmets and how to put one on correctly. 

5. Take part in a taster session that covers: 
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• naming equipment used 

• how to get in and out of your skis or snowboard 

• balancing on your skis or snowboard 

• moving around on your skis or snowboard; including moving in a straight line, 
controlling your speed and stopping. 
  

Snowsports - stage 2 
How to earn your badge 

Before you attempt Stage 2, you need to have completed all the steps for Snowsports 
Stage 1. You then need to complete all the steps outlined below. 

1. Identify the equipment you require and know how to carry it safely. 



 
  

2. Climb and then ski or snowboard down a short run, or go on a short cross 
country ski. 

3. Show you can make wide and narrow turns. 

4. Show you can stop and wait safely on a run avoiding other users of the slope, or 
stop safely if doing cross country skiing. 

5. Demonstrate how to safely use a drag lift or magic carpet for downhill skiing or 
snowboarding. 

6. Know how to safely fall and get back up onto your feet. 
Please have a look at the following link for more information but it is worth noting that 
this badge is badge is available to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. 
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/4769/snowsports-staged-activity-
badge/?cat=12,67,777&moduleID=10 

Finally all the leaders would like to pass our thanks on to all the parents who help us 
out during the activities throughout the term, without your help we would not be able 
to run many of the activities that we do.  
 
All the best from the Wontolla Team. 
Many thanks 
Adam  (Akela), Wontolla Cub Scout Leader 
 
 

Scout Shout 
Writing the Spring Newsletter in the warmth with the log 
fire burning brightly on a chilly winters’ evening is always 
a good time to look back at how we managed to get 
through the cold and dark; and forward, as we plan to 
emerge like butterflies into our outdoor activities again! 
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Over the winter we have had a positive badge feast, awarding over 120 badges across 
the Troop, and looking forward so issuing Jobe Sabour with his Chief Scout’s Gold 
before he goes off to represent the 3rd West Wickham Group at the World Jamboree in 
the United States of America next year! Watch out for all the fund-raising events that 
he will be organising to help raise money for the trip. 
 
We are pleased to have welcomed Eoin, Finlay, Daniel, John and Kier to the troop, who 
are all rapidly learning the ropes, and joining in the fun. 
 
Since Christmas we have had great fun with the Gloopy Challenge, Night hike (with lots 
of lovely mud), more gloop with Pancake making, Air-Jump trampolining in Orpington, 
and the occasional non-messy session at HQ. Over half-term we will be on camp at 
Broadstone Warren, looking forward to more mud and gloop! If you read this before the 
camp, please remember the 3 W’s: waterproofs, wellies and warm clothes. 
 



 
  

Several Scouts helped at the Jumble Sale and came along to support the Fun/Quiz 
night. 
 
Leading up to Easter, we have Chinese New Year, Scouts of Steel, Trip to Biggin Hill Fire 
Station, Skiing, HQ assault course, wide-games at Frylands and Stars of Screen and 
Stage, which should also harvest another healthy crop of badges! 
 
Looking forward to Group Camp 22-24th June, please let me know how many budding 
musicians would like to learn and perform a piece as part of the AGM. Please also note 
that the watersports weekends at Bewl Water for canoe/kayak, windsurf and sailing are 
now up at www.bewlwatersports.org.uk, open to all Scouts aged 11 or older on 31st 
August 2018. 
 
Thanks again to all the parent helpers, and don’t forget to keep checking the website, 
and also Online Scout Manager for up to date information. 
 
Yours in Scouting 
Jen, Doug, Geoff, Paul & Steve 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                      
               
 
    Ravens 
Reports 

The Explorer Unit provides a fantastic opportunity for the members to enjoy traditional 
Scouting activities as well as other adventures but they NEED MORE HELP.  Maybe 
there is someone out there in the 20 – 35 age bracket who would like to join in the 
fun????  Please contact Alys if you can JOIN THE ADVENTURE.  
alyshelm@gmail.com 
 

“Folks are usually about as happy as they make their minds up to be.” Abraham Lincoln. 
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                                   DIARY DATES 2018              

 
 

March Saturday 3 1.00pm Auction 
 Sunday 4 9.40am Church Parade 
 Sunday 4 9.00am Scouts of Steel 
 Saturday 24 TBA Beaver Easter Egg Hunt, Downe 

April Sunday 22 9.40am St Georges Day Parade 
May Saturday 12 2.00pm Jumble Sale 

 Fri – Sat 18-19 TBA Beavers & Cubs, Bug Camp 
 Sat – Sun 19-20 TBA Scouts & Explorers, Moonwalk 2018 

June Fri – Sun 22 – 24 TBA Group Camp, Downe 
 Sunday 24 12.00 – 

2.00pm 
Lunch & AGM at Group Camp 

July Sunday 1 9.40am Church Parade 
Sept Saturday 22 2.00pm Jumble Sale 
Oct Saturday 6 TBA Swimming Badge Evening, Beckenham 

 Sunday 7 9.40am Church Parade    Harvest Festival 
 Saturday 13 TBA Explorers Robot Wars, Bears Wood 
 Saturday 13 1.00pm Auction 

Nov Saturday 10 TBA Swimming Gala, Cubs & Scouts 
 Sunday 11 9.40-11.00am Remembrance Day Parade 
 Saturday 24  2.00pm Jumble Sale 

 

 
Email items for next issue to:  newsletter@3rdWW.org.uk  before 1st May 2018. 
 

District Scout Shop 
BROMLEY HQ, The Frank Rhodes Centre, 15 Prospect Place, Langdon Road, BR2 9HL    
(Parking outside) 
Saturdays 9.30am – 12.30pm (not school holidays) 
 
Crofton Oak Scout Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington BR6 8JE 
Saturdays 10.30am – 12.30pm   and Tuesdays 8.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

ANY ITEM SHOWN IN THE SCOUT 
CATALOGUE OR NOT IN STOCK CAN 
BE  
ORDERED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


