
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3rd West Wickham Scout Group  
(St John the Baptist) 

Greenacres, Tiepigs Lane 

 

 

 
 

Newsletter 
 June 2017 



 

  

WHO'S WHO 
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                                                         Brook Colony           Bev McGarey 
                                                                                            Brookbeaverswestwickham3rd@gmail.com 
 
   
CUB SCOUT LEADERS                 Seeonee Kevin Harris           
 Beavers3WW@BTConnect.com 
 
                                                         Wontolla  Adam  
 3wwcubswontolla@gmail.com 
  
 

SCOUT LEADER Geoff Webb      
  
 Jacanaselkie@gmail.com 
    
 

RAVEN EXPLORER UNIT Leader VACANT        Contact Geoff Webb 
Assistant Leader Simon Ward            
 Simon@ward.uk.com 
  
 

GROUP CHAIRMAN Mike Tully 020 8462 5565 
 mtully@ntlworld.com 
 
 

SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Terry Newman 020 8776 1331 
 terry@newmanhome.plus.com 
 
 

SUPPORTERS EVENTS BOOKINGS Nicola Tunstall       
 nictunstall@aol.co.uk 
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 scoutock001@btinternet.com  
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The Editor's Bit 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Newsletter. As usual we have 
reports from all the sections plus advance notice of the AGM and a 
special report on Scouts of Steel. 
 
Have a great read! 
  
Keith Day, Newsletter Editor 

 

Scouts of Steel 
We were all definitely Scouts of Steel to survive the conditions thrown at us by the elements. 
Rain, wind, mud, rain, mud, rain, wind - Oh, did I mention the mud!  
  
Even though we wallowed in mud all day, none of this dampened the boy’s spirits – though the 
adult’s spirits, when our shelter blew away for the umpteenth time nearly reached an all time low 
especially as the wind was accompanied by torrential rain!  
  
The competition was the ultimate test in teamwork and agility with over 200 Scouts fighting it 
out. The Assault Course, harder and longer than in previous years, was gruelling and 
unforgiving: with 7ft walls to clamber over, rope bridges to cross, cargo nets to scramble under, 
tangle webs to negotiate and tunnels to crawl through - ending in a sprint up a steep hill to the 
finish line. 
  
We entered 3 brave teams into the Districts Scouts of Steel Competition. The Underdogs (over 
12’s) Joel, Toby and Jobe and (the under 12’s) Team A - Ciaran, Eben, Roan and Seth and 
Team B - Matthew, Louie, Stephen and Bo. 
  
The boys gave it their all and completed the course twice – Matthew, Roan Ciaran and Bo even 
had the energy to compete in the individual competition. 
  
Well done to all who took part, we may not have come in the first 3 places, but they were not far 
off– YOU WERE ALL SCOUTS OF STEEL! 
  
Hannah Sabour 
 

 

 
Why not join the team of leaders and assistants!  Have fun yourself whilst helping our 

young people to develop into well rounded citizens of our society!  Contact Alys to find 
out more  alyshelm@gmail.com   
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  CHAIRMAN’S CORNER   
 
I’ve written approaching 50 Chairman’s Corners during my tenure as Chairman and I think this 
month it’s time to talk about the work of your Executive Committee.  We meet once per term 
and our responsibilities include overseeing the financial management of the Group and, in 
particular, authorising large items of expenditure; ensuring that the group is compliant with all 
relevant laws covering everything from electrical certification to hall capacity and minibus driving 
permits; ensuring compliance with other agreements that we operate under including the Scout 
Association, Bromley Borough Council, The Charity Commission and the Performing Rights 
Society; and, once we have done all that, looking for replacements for those retiring from roles 
within the Group. A lot of the work and the processes supporting it have been documented over 
the years to make life easier but we still keep tripping over new issues at regular intervals. 
Specific items that we have to deal with regularly are setting our annual fees and 
preparing/agreeing documentation for our Annual General Meeting and Report and Accounts. 
At the moment, the Committee is made up of ten people, four of whom are active parents and 
we generally have a good attendance at our meetings. Strictly speaking the Scout Association 
wants the Executive Committees to be majority parent run so if anyone is interested in joining 
ours it would take us a step towards compliance with that particular rule. A former member 
commented that at least you got to see the inside of other people’s houses and try their biscuits! 
 
A couple of updates on progress on items previously mentioned – we have now introduced the 
planned Wi-Fi capability to HQ to enable our leaders to keep records up to date now that paper 
forms have been superseded by online records.  It works well and will be extended to other 
activities once we are happy that we can control the costs of running it. The new improved 
website is making progress and should be available fairly soon. This will have an improved 
ability for leaders and others to update content dynamically. The new pedestrian gate is now 
usable as a concrete base has been installed underneath it and across the flower bed to the car 
park – further enhancements will include a surface coating of tarmac and a marked and 
segregated path to the main entrance. Plans for further enhancements to our headquarters in 
the next year or so include replacing some battered and insecure doors. 
 
There are some important events coming this term. Our Family Camp will take place over the 
weekend of 30th June to 2nd July 2017, at present I think we currently have over 100 attendees 
planning to attend.  On Friday, 7th July we have our Annual General Meeting and Games Night 
at HQ.  Doors open at 6.30pm with games starting at around 6.45pm. At 7.30 the main business 
of the AGM will start. We hope to keep this fairly brief to allow time for the BBQ and some 
socialising over food and drink. Please join us at any time during the evening that you can 
make. 
 
Oh, and just to repeat again that a few more regular volunteers are needed to join our 
maintenance team. Second Sunday of the month anybody? 
 

Mike Tully mtully@ntlworld.com  
PS … Keep up to date with events through our website – www.3rdww.org.uk  
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3rd WW Supporters 
Our auction in March proved to be one of our most successful ever, raising £850 for the Group.  
Most of the income is from our share of the Lots sold, but an increasing proportion is from the 
very good refreshments service we offer.    I like to think our customers enjoy the whole day 
experience, made possible by our 20-strong army of excellent helpers.    

If you aren’t able to participate in our auctions, you can still use shopping power to support the 
Group through Easyfundraising when shopping on-line.  To date we have raised £250 from 15 
registered supporters.  This is great news, and I am very appreciative of the contributions made, 
BUT surely there are more than 15 members of the 3rd West Wickham community that shop 
on-line, and are not supporting a good cause already? 

Why not make 3WW your worthy cause.  It costs you nothing, the retailers donate a percentage 
of the money you spend with them.   If you shop on-line through www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
3rd West Wickham will receive a percentage of all purchase amounts.  All you have to do is to 
register on www.easyfundraising.org.uk and choose “3rd West Wickham Scout Group” under 
Find a Cause.  Many of the big names in retailing have signed up; including Amazon, Argos, 
Ebay, Tesco, Waitrose, John Lewis, Screwfix, B&Q, Wickes and many many more. Check it out! 

Terry Newman, Chairman, Supporters Committee 

100 Club 
Are you a member of the 100 club? Would you like a simple way to support our Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and Explorers? Each year we raise over £350.00, which directly subsidises the vast 
range of activities they are offered. 

The cost of a ball in the 100 club is just £12.00 for the year, and each month two cash prizes 
are drawn. Currently the prize money each month totals £35.00, and we have a super draw in 
the summer for a £50.00 prize. 

If you would like to purchase a ball, or want to know more about how the 100-club works, do 
please contact me; 

Nicola Tunstall, nictunstall@aol.com 

 

Greenacres Maintenance     
We are now entering the months when we can concentrate on the decoration of the exterior. 

The wall surfaces need to be washed down and painted, joinery to be prepared and painted as 

well as rainwater pipes and gutters to check and the latter cleaned out. If it rains we can 

continue the decoration of the interior. The notice board at the front is becoming the worst for 

wear and at best we need someone to properly overhaul it; it needs a new pair of doors at least. 

Perhaps we have a Carpenter/Joiner in the Group, who would make us a new one, I am sure 

the Group can afford the materials. 

 
As well as the list of regular items to check Mike will produce his list of jobs to be done and all 
we need are the volunteers to do them. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided as well as all the 
materials and tools, we just ask for volunteers to give 2 hours of their time once per month, 
a small return for the many hours the Leaders give to providing the Scouting experience for the 
benefit of the members of the Sections. 
More in hope than expectation! 
Ron Ockelford  
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The second-hand uniform sales are going well and raising additional funds for the Group.   

Everything is clean, ironed and in good condition plus prices are, obviously, much lower than if 
you bought new, meaning you gain, we recycle as appropriate and any money we make is for 
Group funds.   

Do you have anything to donate to the stall??  Has your child changed sections or grown out of 
anything?  Please bring any uniform you no longer require to HQ and give to any leader who will 
make sure it is passed onto me for laundering and resale. 

 Please contact me with any requests uniform items you need and come and see me at the 
AGM Friday 7 July. 

Hannah Alonso Whittaker 
(Member of Scouts Supporters’ Committee and Mum of a Cub and Beaver) 
jalonso@talktalk.net 
 

 

Group T Shirts 

3rd West Wickham Group T shirts are great for wearing under uniform and help leaders quickly 

identify our members when out and about in fine weather.  They cost just £6.50 and are 

available at HQ, just ask one of the leaders.   

 

May Jumble Sale 

WOW.  Thank you so much to everyone who delivered leaflets, collected, sorted and sold the 

jumble on Saturday 13 May.  We made a fantastic £770 profit!!!!  The next one is on 23 

September let’s hope for a similar result 

 

Car Parking at HQ 
As you will have noticed, a new pedestrian gate has been installed at HQ.  We have been 
concerned for some time about the possibility of accidents at the beginning and end of meetings 
with children being in the car park area whilst cars are being moved in and out. There have 
been a few near misses and we do not want anyone to get injured.   
 
From Monday 5 June only leaders’ cars will be allowed inside the main gates, parents please 
park in the road and escort your child into and out of the hall.  This also means you can 
check at least two adults are present for the start of the meeting (as required by Scout rules) 
before you leave. 
 

Alys Helm, Group Scout Leader 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 
 

                                               
 

Annual General Mayhem 
 (incorporating the Annual General Meeting) 

 

Friday, 7 July 2017 – Tiepigs Lane, 3rd WW HQ 

Doors Open at 6.30pm – but join us when you can 
 

Programme 
 

6.45 Family Games for Adults and Children 
7.30 Pause for 1st part of the AGM including 

section presentations by the young people. 
8.00  A few more games 
8.15 2nd part of the AGM  

About 

9.00 

Then for the adults it’s on to the BBQ – the 

children will be able to have their BBQ during 

the second part of the AGM 
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BEAVER BITS 

Brook Colony  
It has been a very busy term for both the beavers and the parents at Brook 
Beavers!   Being A Parent Helper is just as much as fun it is for the Beavers 
(honestly!).  This is what our parents thought of the recent District Easter 
Egg hunt. 
 
I attended the Easter Egg Hunt with the beavers and must say it was so 

much fun for both the children and us parent helpers!! The children were so excited with the 
adventures of trekking through the woodland hunting for clues and playing some activities along 
the way, including obstacles courses, water races etc.   So funny!!  Also, the chicken and rabbit 
running through the woods, screaming as loudly as we could to keep the chicken away!  The 
day was packed full of fun, enough for everyone! With the best treat at the end - each child 
receiving their very own Easter egg to enjoy” (Natalie) 
 
“As a family, we had a lovely morning out at the Beavers Easter Egg Hunt in Downe. As Parent 
helpers we had gone along for the children's enjoyment but actually ended up having a great 
time ourselves!! The location was set in beautiful woodland and we were lucky to have glorious 
weather, a clear, bright, sunny day. Perfect for completing tasks in hand! Beavers were split into 
small groups with adult helpers, to complete various challenges to protect the Easter Bunny’s 
chocolate eggs from the Horrid Hen! 
 
Several challenges were set up at different locations throughout the site. We strolled around 
freely deciding which task to take on next! The Challenges were varied involving skills such as 
short term memory, problem solving and use of physical skills through completion of obstacle 
courses, balancing tasks etc. all fun to complete as part of a team.  
 
It was clear a lot of planning and thought had been put into this event by the organisers. At the 
end of the morning each child had completed their Easter Crossword, after searching for and 
solving the clues, following the completion of each challenge. The Children had the best time 
screaming at the top of their voices at the Horrid Hen, making random appearances, in order to 
protect the Easter Bunny's chocolate eggs and also whilst meeting the Easter Bunny, who was 
handing out small packets of sweets!!  
 
Every child was delighted to receive their Smartie Easter Egg at the end of the event from the 
Easter Bunny, after having an enjoyable morning completing the various tasks. Tea and coffee 
was also on offer for parents, which was much appreciated. I would definitely recommend this 
Easter Hunt as a fun family event. We also stayed on afterwards and enjoyed our picnic on site 
in the sunshine! Happy days!”  (Faye)  
 
“As a parent, I found the Easter Egg hunt extremely fun.  The children were so engrossed in the 
activities and finding the missing words that the time flew by.  The location was great as it was in 
the woods but felt safe and secure.  It was so nice to see them outside running around.  They 
found the activities great fun and all of them took part and tried really hard.  It was an absolute 
pleasure to be a part of and I would definitely be up for helping out in similar events.  Thanks to 
all who arranged it.” (Gemma) 
 
“The boys had such an amazing time on the Beaver Easter Egg hunt, great challenges and a 
giant Easter Bunny who handed out sweets and a naughty giant chicken who my youngest  
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Benjamin still talks about. Whenever you saw the chicken you had to scream and scare the 
chicken away. A fun day was had by all”. (Sarah) 
 
The Beavers have not only been hunting for Easter eggs this term but they have also been 
learning about money and raising money for Thatu through their bob a job activities.  Sue Law 
visited Brook Beavers to receive the money that the Beavers had raised.  Here is what she said 
after she visited:  
 
‘I was delighted, on behalf of Thatu, to join the Beavers on 24th March to receive the impressive 
total of £105.34 that had been raised.  The Beavers had worked so hard and in many ingenious 
ways to earn the money donated and their eagerness to share their stories and ideas was 
inspiring.  Thatu will ensure that all the money raised will be spent in South Africa helping those 
in great need to help themselves - Thatu supports communities and schools to acquire the skills 
to grow food, feed themselves and create new sources of income. The energy in the room that 
night was fantastic. I was bombarded with questions - and ideas - from the Beavers as I shared 
some information about food gardening and I hope to be able to send them some feedback later 
in the year from South Africa. More information about our work is available at www.thatu.org.  A 
huge thank you from us all!’  
 
This term we say goodbye to seven of our Beavers who are moving up to cubs: Aidan, Ted, 
Drew, Frankie, Aaran, Luis and William.  Congratulations to Aidan who is the first Brook Beaver 
to receive his Bronze Award – well done on all your efforts in getting your badges, we are all 
very proud of you!  Wishing you all lots of fun as you continue your scouting journey in Seeonee 
Cubs.   
 
A few of the beavers have looked back on their time in Brook Beavers and wanted to share their 
special moments: This is from Ted "I would like to say thank you very much for making beavers 
so enjoyable I definitely had lots of fun. I especially loved making the soldiers with the pins in it. I 
will miss beavers but am looking forward to cubs” and Luis B says, “I like Beavers because we 
get do lots of fun things. I liked the animals when we had the zoo visit and when we went to SJ's 
cinema.”   Whilst Aidan remembers fondly ‘I liked going to AJ’s because the film was funny and 
the place was really cool.  I liked it when the mobile zoo came, the animals were interesting.  
The trip to the miniature railway was great, the railway was amazing.  I liked the night hike 
because it was fun in the dark!  Beavers has been so cool” 
 
Bev McGarey, Brook Beavers Scout Leader 

 

River Colony 
The Beaver Team is currently at full strength, we are lucky enough to 
have four leaders now and the hard work that everyone puts in 
ensures the children have the best experience of Scouting possible. 
We have all been working hard to find fun, safe activities for our keen 
Beavers to do this term.  We are trying to make the activities as 
interesting and varied as we possibly can, to keep our enthusiastic 
Beavers active.  

 
One of the main ceremonies in the Scouting calendar took place at the beginning of the summer 
term, our annual St. Georges Day parade. The parade took place in West Wickham this year. 
The Beavers proudly walked through West Wickham High Street and it was great to be in our  

9 

http://www.thatu.org/


 

  

home town this year! A short ceremony took place after which was attended by lots of different 
scouting groups from the district, we were very proud of our Beavers who attended as they did 
very well and they were all rewarded with a bit of chocolate at the end!  
 
We have just returned from a Camping trip at Bears Wood where we camped with the 2 Cub 
sections and Brook Beavers, the Beavers had lots of fun and were impeccably behaved. The 
Beavers were lucky enough to sleep in the huts and we all had a wonderful time deciding who 
was sleeping where, the Beavers could take part in the following fun activities, Archery, the 
Climbing Wall, Aerial Zip Wire and Crate Stacking which all the children enjoyed, the leaders 
were also encouraged to have a go by the Beavers and they all thought this was hilarious! 
Although I thought it was terrifying! The children also enjoyed playing on the Assault Course 
whilst we were there. The food at camp was absolutely amazing we were all fed like kings and I 
would like to say a big thank you to Paula and Jayne for providing such a fantastic fayre!  
Here are a few of the other activities that the Beavers will be taking part in this term: 
 
Treasure Hunt in Hayes High Street 
Cycle Awareness and Safety in Coney Hall Recreation Ground  
Hiking at High Elms Park 
 
Our final evening of the term will be at HQ for the annual Beaver Water Fight the kids love it 
(leaders not so much!!) so get the water guns ready! We will be asking for parent helpers for the 
Water Fight as we get totally soaked! 
 
A few of our Beavers have swum up to Cubs at the beginning of the term, we hope they have 
lots of fun on their new adventures.  We have welcomed three new Beavers to the section, 
Vincent Fournier, Freddie Freeman and Jack Matthews we hope they make lots of new friends 
and experience lots of new activities, and enjoy their time at Beavers. 
 
Here are a few comments from the Beavers themselves, some of the Beavers wrote these 
comments whilst we were at camp and some sent them in, they let us know what they have 
enjoyed about Beavers so far –  
 
“My favourite activity is table football because you can kick into whichever goal you like, except 
yours. I also enjoy science activities.  We have done some interesting experiments like making 
goo. Thank you for letting me go to Beavers. Thank you for all the leaders that are helping me.”  
Raphael Alonso Whitaker. 
 
“I enjoy doing archery and the climbing wall” - Samuel Djan-Krofa 
 
“I Like Beavers because it is fun” - Eduard Haka 
 
“What I like about Beavers is it is fun and I learn new stuff, I love Beavers” - Jack Stone  
 
“I Enjoy Beavers because the badges we earn, the activities we do, I like camping” - Max Broom 
 
Finally, many thanks to all the parents for your continuing support. All parents help at least once 
a term on our rota and I would like to thank everyone for all they do and all the support you give 
us. 
 

Ash Cullen (Ant), River Beaver Scout Leader   
Email: 3WWBeavers@Frozenmonkey.co.uk 

10 

mailto:3WWBeavers@Frozenmonkey.co.uk


 

  

 

CUB PACK CAPERS     
 

Seeonee Cubs 
The Summer term started with a big hello to eight new Beavers – Luis 

Brewood, Charlie Burt, Aaron Discipline, Aidan Maher, Ted Mason, 

Joshua Neville Drew Wilkinson & Frankie Williams.  We then said 

goodbye and good luck to one Sixer Nathan Ward who has moved on 

to Scouts.  As Nathan was a Cub who volunteered to attend the 

additional weekend activities, he was easily able to gain his Silver 

Award during his time at Cubs. Next came the Sixer & Seconder promotions within the Cub 

packs as we like all Cubs, in their time with us, to take a responsible role in their packs! 

 

Congratulations to new Sixer – Oliver Cullen.  

Congratulations to new Seconders – Samuel Spencer & George Vowell. 

So, what have we done since the last exciting instalment of the adventures at the 3rd West 

Wickham Seeonee Cub Pack?   We have undertaken the following:  

 The St Georges Day Parade in West Wickham as part of Bromley District 

 Cub Scout Promise evening with meet & greet new Beavers 

 A change of plan Film night with Wontolla Pack due to bad weather  

 Bromley District Cub CycloX Competition at Frylands Wood 

 Prepare for Camp activity  

 Bears Wood Night’s Away Camp 

 Night Hike from Well Woods to HQ 

 Pitch & Putt activity – new sport 

 

We opened the Summer term with the annual St Georges Day Parade which took place in West 

Wickham this year and terminated in Blake’s Park with speeches & awards. 

 

Our first Monday night activity was the usual Cub Promise reminder, with expected behaviour in 

order to meet & greet our new Beavers joining us.  We also undertook our practice fire alarm 

evacuation for the summer term to ensure all Cubs know what to do in case of Fire. 

 

We had planned to have inter Cub pack games “Rounders in the Park” with our sister Wontolla 

pack, but bad weather forced us to go to our back up plan of a film Night at HQ.  At Cubs, we try 

to be prepared like our motto & watched the film “The Jungle Book 2” (animated 2003) suitable 

for all Cubs attending. 

 

One Cub Team (Seeonee Riders) of three Cubs entered the District Cub CycloX competition at 

Frylands Wood Scout Camp.  Cubs John Dunn, Kier Johnson & Luis Breewood after firstly 

walking the course first to view the terrain challenges, were able to complete the two part  
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course with improved times to be proud of.  No medals this year, but definitely fun, challenging 

and a great cycling experience for all. 

 

The Prepare for Camp evening was a reminder for all of what to take to camp. Some of our new 

Cubs have never been away and we needed to remind all of what they needed to bring alone to 

camp as part of their labelled kit.  They were informed of how to take care of themselves and 

their kit keeping it all safe whilst away at camp. 

 

The Bears Wood camp was a wonderful experience nice and local for some nervous Cubs who 

have not been away to camp before.  There were numerous challenging activities scheduled to 

keep the Cubs amused & earn badges for their single overnight stay. 

 

The Night Hike took us from the Lime Tree Entrance of Well Woods in Coney Hall around the 

back lanes & paths on a long walk to get us back to Scout HQ by close of Cubs.  A good 

healthy exercise for all and showed the Cubs their local area. 

 

We finished off half term with a new Sport for the Cubs to undertake, Pitch & Putt at Sparrow’s 

Den.  There was a lot of swinging of clubs and golf balls going in all directions, so something to 

practice more for any young future golfer. 

Other things planned this term: 

 Cyclist Activity Badge (HQ maintenance & Sparrows Den for ride) 

 Nature Walk at Kelsey Park 

 High Elms Country Park Walk (Country Code & Conservation) 

 Family Camp 

 The Environment & Games in the Park at Coney Hall REC 

 Archery & Air Rifle Shooting at Frylands Wood Scout Camp 

 

Just a reminder to say that now our Cub pack has grown again to 25 Cubs this term, it is very 

important to have an effective parent Rota to maintain the correct safety ratios for all our 

activities.  This is usually achieved by all parents undertaking their duty on the roster once per 

term.  When we are out and about, or if a leader is not available, I may sometimes have to ask 

more parents to stay to cover the activities as Cub numbers are once again high. 

We are actively trying to recruit a new Cub Leader, so if you know of anyone, please inform us, 

so we can make contact. 

Once again, our Cub Packs can only survive with your continued help and support.  I would like 
to personally thank all the Cub Team and the parents who support our pack on a regular basis, 
as we could not do all this without you.  Many Thanks. 
 

Kevin Harris, Seeonee Cub Scout Leader 
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Wontolla Cubs Report           

It has been a busy few weeks since the last newsletter however I think 

the main events has been another successful camp. 

In total 24 Cubs, 15 Beavers and 14 adult leaders and volunteers 

camped at Bears Wood Activity Centre. Whilst the Beavers slept 

indoors in bunk beds the Cubs slept outside in tents. This was 

particularly exciting and brave for some of the cubs who had never 

stayed away from home before and because they were staying in the 

old-fashioned canvas Patrol Tents which they had helped erect earlier 

in the day. For those of you that were Cubs/Scouts in the past these are the ones that leak if 

you touch the side when raining……needless to say it rained overnight!! 

In any event, it was an action-packed day with all the Beavers and Cubs taking part in various 

activities including climbing, archery, an aerial runway, an assault course and crate stacking 

along with the more traditional night time wide games and not to mention the essential campfire 

where we all enjoyed some fun camp fire songs and giant toasted marshmallows. 

Organising any camp takes a lot of preparation and time and I would like to thank all the adults 

involved in helping the camp run smoothly but especially to Steph, for all the extra effort she put 

into ensuring that the camp actually happened in the first place. I think that her hard work was 

reflected at the end of the camp when we were presented with a lovely wooden plaque from 

Bears Wood by the Croydon Assistant Commissioner, hopefully you will be able to see this on 

display at the AGM on Friday 7th July.  

I think all the leaders will agree that Bears Wood is a hidden gem, right on our doorstep and 

until this camp never used by the 3rd West Wickham group. It offers lots of onsite activities that 

we are already planning on taking advantage of; I particularly like the idea of the quadbikes, the 

inflatable human football and bungee run. 

Looking forward Wontolla have a busy time ahead, the Cubs made their own kites this week 

and will be flying them next week at The Warren. Following that we will be hiking around Keston 

ponds and Ravensbourne Open Space nearby where the cubs will get the chance to walk 

through old, over grown formal gardens, fight their way through the massive Bamboo clumps, 

splash in the streams, small waterfalls and weirs running throughout the area and climb 

numerous fallen tree. Following that we have various badge work evenings, an online safety 

evening and a treasure hunt in Well Woods and that then leads us straight into Family Camp at 

Blacklands Farm.  

I hope that the cubs have had and will continue to have a challenging, diverse and fun time at 

Wontolla cubs. All the leaders are looking forward to the coming weeks and the onset of the 

warm evening which will hopefully allow us to spend more time out of the HQ. 

Many thanks 

Adam (Akela), Wontolla Cub Scout Leader 
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Scout Shout 
Time to get outdoors again! Hopefully we will have 

many Scouts dragging their parents outdoors this 

summer: We have got off to a pretty good start with 

Hannah taking her boys for the Moonwalk, although I 

notice that they didn't bring back any rock! We hope to 

see a large proportion of the Troop at Family Camp, 

and hope they have as much fun as their parents and 

siblings! 

At time of writing, we have just had a very successful Jumble Sale (13th May) raising nearly 

£750, and would like to claim that my dulcet harmonica tones helped the many customers to 

part with their money for such a noble cause: I may have to write an aria for mouth-organ to 

commemorate it! Full marks for Leo, looking very resplendent in his uniform, for looking after the 

shoe stall, and even selling me a very workmanlike pair of wellies to boot (pun intended). 

Following on from a very entertaining evening learning about birds of prey from Hawkforce, 

Jenny Sparrey has now lined up the next exciting aviary extravaganza, and is taking us to 

Addiscombe Country Park, armed with echo location devices, to track down the local Bat 

population on 16th May. 

Steve is carrying on his sterling work in getting the photographers badge for those taking part. 

Doug has also been taking Athletics badge sessions at Norman Park, and is planning the next 

Expedition challenge. Coming up we also have Orienteering, Pioneering & Bivouac building, 

Bushcraft and outdoor cooking, although we still need a warranted leader for the overnight hike 

to go ahead on the 16th, as I will be snorkelling in the Ionian Islands. Failing that, we may have 

to re-arrange for a later date. 

We hope to finish the term's activities with a Scouts vs. parents cricket match at Sparrows Den 

– please feel free to bring your bats, pads and caps! Also, any intrepid Scouts that get the bug 

on Family Camp may also wish to consider the Bewl Water activities on 7th to 9th July, although 

please be aware that the closing date would be 24th June. The website: 

 http://www.bewlwatersports.org.uk/information.php#timetables 

gives loads of useful information, and please bear in mind that we are planning on incorporating 

the weekend of 15th-17th September as a Troop camp. 

We would like to remind all Scouts that they need to vote for their favourite recipient of the 

Merry Trophy, which will be awarded to the most improved/useful/friendly Scout over the last 

year, at the forthcoming AGM on Friday 7th July. Bids are also invited from prospective 

entertainers to provide activities and performances around the proceedings... 

Yours in Scouting 

Geoff, Doug, Jen, Steve & John 
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      Explorers Eccentricities 

Firstly, well done to Simon for covering my many absences, such as running away to the Circus, 

in his new-ish role as Assistant Explorer Leader, and getting the Unit to take more responsibility 

for their activities, such as preparing their own planning, and budgeting of events. We are also 

grateful to the parents that give up their valuable time to ensure that we meet the minimum 

requirement for adult supervision, on several occasions. 

Also, well done to Drew and Ellie for being such stalwart helpers at the Jumble Sale on 13th.  

Luckily, we are still able to adapt the programme when something of interest arises, and on 19th 

May, we will be taking a trip to the Stag Theatre in Sevenoaks to see a 16-year-old virtuoso 

guitar player, performing a tribute to Jimi Hendrix. Hopefully they will all want to play guitar as a 

result, or if not, then simply come to appreciate Hendrix's words that “Music is a safe kind of 

high”. 

A new venue has already been tried; Escape, in London for realistic problem-solving fantasies 

that help to foster team-building, and an old favourite of Quasar on Bromley Hill, which 

unfortunately was not well-attended. Coming up, we hope to try Canoeing at Chipstead, Paint-

balling, Roller Disco and a trip to the spiritual home of Scouting, Lord Baden-Powell's former 

home and now UK Headquarters, Gilwell House, near Epping Forest. 

I would like to congratulate, from a purely personal viewpoint, the Explorers on cooking such 

magnificent specimens of sausages on Friday 12th May: top marks from this totally unbiased, 

epicurean judge! 

For those that want to dip their toes in the sparkling waters of becoming Young Leaders, we 

hope that a few Explorers will be there to help in the smooth running of Family Camp, 30th June 

to 2nd July: all offers of help gratefully received. 

 

Happy Exploring 

Geoff Webb 

 

The Explorer Unit provides a fantastic opportunity for the members to enjoy traditional Scouting 

activities as well as other adventures but they NEED MORE HELP.  Maybe there is someone 

out there in the 20 – 35 age bracket who would like to join in the fun????  Simon and Geoff do a 

wonderful job but have very busy lives so meetings have had to be altered or even cancelled 

which is disappointing for everyone.  Please contact Alys if you can JOIN THE ADVENTURE 

alyshelm@gmail.com.  
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                     DIARY DATES 2017         
June Sunday 11 10 – 12.00 Maintenance morning at HQ 

 Friday- 

Sunday 

30/6-

2/7  

 Family Camp 

July Friday 7 6.30pm AGM 

 Saturday 8 TBC Cubs Athletic badge 

Sept Saturday 23 2.00pm Jumble Sale 

Oct Sunday 1 09.40 – 11 Church Parade Harvest Festival 

 Saturday 7 TBC District Swimming Badge Day 

 Saturday 14 1.00 pm Auction 

Nov Sunday 12 10.40- 11.15 Remembrance Parade West Wickham 

 Saturday 25 2.00pm Jumble Sale 

Dec Saturday 2 TBC Beavers District Experimental Badge Day 

 Sunday 3 09.40 Church Parade 

 Saturday 9 TBC Explorer Challenge 

     

     

REGULAR EVENTS 
 

HQ Maintenance   2nd Sunday in the month from 10.00am – 12.30pm 

 
Email items for next issue to: newsletter@3rdWW.org.uk    before 1st October 2017 

 

District Scout Shop 
BROMLEY HQ, The Frank Rhodes Centre, 15 Prospect Place, Langdon Road, BR2 9HL    
(Parking outside) 
Saturdays 9.30am – 12.30pm (not school holidays) 
 
Crofton Oak Scout Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington BR6 8JE 
Saturdays 10.30am – 12.30pm   and Tuesdays 8.30pm - 9.30pm 
 
ANY ITEM SHOWN IN THE SCOUT CATALOGUE OR NOT IN STOCK CAN BE  
ORDERED 
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